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GAY MEN IN BUSINESS 


Edmontonian broke into video-rental market 


by Outlooks staff 

We at Outlooks are pleased to bring 
you another . success story as part of our 
regular Gay Men in Business feature. As 
Outlooks is an Alberta-focused publication, 
we felt an Edmonton interview would be of 
interest to our readers. 

Express Video owner Bruce Edwards 
moved to Edmonton in 1979. Prior to then, 
Bruce lived in Calgary for several years and 
was born in Bigar, Saskatchewan. Express 
Video has been in business for seven years. 

Outlooks: What prompted you to get 
into the business you are in? 

Bruce: I was unemployed at the time. I 
had some money saved up and I am not the 
kind of person who enjoys working for 
someone else. I had always wanted to do 
something on my own. I was working part- 
time at an adult video shop and I basically 
built up a gay video section that ended up 
becoming quite successful. So, I thought, 
what am I going to do? I decided to try 
mail order sales--surely there must be 
money to be made in that. I decided very 
early on to stick to my guns and deal 
strictly in gay videos. I opened up a 
company called Executive Express. The 
reason for the name was so when customers 
would get a video in the mail, the envelope 
was labeled in a private, discreet way. I 
focused my attention on the smaller 
communities and spent a fortune trying to 
advertise in remote areas where I knew 
there were gay people who would not have 
access to this product. 

Outlooks: What was the hardest part 
of starting your own business? 

Bruce: I went through a company to 
advertise in all the small rural papers and all 
my ads were subject to “editorial approval”. 
I learned the hard way that a whole lot of 
papers would not print my ad and the 
excuse was because they [the ads] were 
adult oriented. All the ads said was “XXX 
Gay Male Videos.” I think the reason a lot 
of them declined was because it said “gay 
videos” as opposed to “XXX videos”. The 
mail order unfortunately did not succeed. 

Outlooks: What did you do then? 

Bruce: | decided to get in to the rental 
business simply because I had to do 
something with my inventory that wasn’t 
selling. I started then with forty videos for 
rent. 

Outlooks: And the rest, as they say, is 
history? 

Bruce: Exactly. 

Outlooks: Have you had any problems 
with content? That is to say, has the “‘vice - 
squad” given you heat because of the type 
of material you rent and sell? 

Bruce: There have never been any 
problems but I make sure to never cross the 
line in terms of explicitness. I am very 
careful and very aware of what community 
standards are. 
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Outlooks: And they are? 

Bruce: Something that is quite in 
demand is leather videos which usually 
involves bondage and that is something I 
avoid. Basically, the sex tapes I carry are 
“vanilla sex”’--there is a big variation and 
you can do a lot of things with tapes like 
that but we avoid the “hard core” stuff. I 
don’t need problems, you know what I 
mean? 

Outlooks: Tell me about your rapport 
with your customers? 

Bruce: When people enter the store, I 
try to make them as comfortable as 
possible. Once you enter the door, you are 
accepting the fact that yes, I am interested 
in gay tapes. A lot of them I know by name. 
Lets face it--everyone is there for the same 
reason. It’s like this little “gay haven” you 
can escape to that is safe and non- 
judgmental. I like to get to know a little bit 
about my customers’ tastes so they don’t 
end up spending money on something that 
they don’t like. If I do a good job, they 
come back. If I do a lousy job, they don’t. 

Outlooks: What advice would you 
give to someone wanting to start their own 
business? 

Bruce: Dedication and commitment. 
Don’t expect to get anywhere too fast. I 
was lucky enough that I grew with the 
business, and the business grew with me. I 
started with forty tapes and have now gone 
through thousands. Everything I have made 
has gone back into the business. My whole 
life is my business. I just happen to be very 
lucky that I enjoy what I am doing. If you 
are going to start your own business, make 
sure it is something you are interested in. If 
you ever lose the interest, do something 
else. 

A lot of people seem to have this 
illusion that because you are gay and going 
to open up a gay-oriented business that you 
are going to have a lot of support and help 
from other gay business people. You simply 
have to put that out of your mind. It can 
happen, but don’t bank on it. You have to 
get out there and promote yourself any way 
you can. 

Outlooks: What has been the high 
point for you? 

Bruce: The incredible people I have 
met over the years. I knew a lot of people 
in Edmonton before the business, but now I 
have met an awful lot of people I would 
have never met any other way, and it is eCREDENTIALSe 
incredible. 


258-2777 


Express Video is located at pt aE MESA SOENCS 


#202-11745- Jasper Avenue : Located at 
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Cover Photo 
Spring has officially sprung! 


Models: Jeremy and Dyllon 
Oakes Model Management 
Photographer: Graham Major 
Fashions: Illyus and Fritz Lang 
Location: Calgary Zoo 


Spring Fashions: pages 10 & 11 


Actor's life is a drag 


Kent Staines, star of Alberta Theatre 
Projects’ Angels in America, 
discusses his career, the Calgary 
media, and gays in theatre 


Story: page 19 


Urban Sprawl 


Interior decorator Bill Byrne 
describes the complete remodeling 
of a 1912 Inglewood home 


Story: page 16 


The Evolution of Gay TV 


Dustin Panko explores the emergence of gays as 
real live characters--not stereotypes--in television. 


Story: page 12 


| Business 
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PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


Roy And Doug’s excellent adventure 


by Roy Heale 

Since our premiere issue rolled off 
the presses, we’ve spent an interesting 
time meeting and talking with many of 
our readers, community groups and 
businesses. Co-publisher Doug 
McDougall and myself traveled the 
province visiting as many of our distrib- 
ution outlets as possible. 

In Red Deer we spent some time at 
the neighborhood bar “The Other Place”. 
Owner Doug and his customers were 
enjoying a leisurely Saturday afternoon 
when he showed us around his bar. The 
re-creation of a city skyline, up above the 
dance floor, complete with lighting was 
impressive. 

Edmonton proved to be extremely 
excited to receive the paper and about 27 
businesses signed up as distribution 
points. In this issue we welcome The 
Roost, Express Video and Equity Tax 
Management as our first advertisers from 
Edmonton. 

Unfortunately freezing 
prevented us from driving to Grande 
Prairie. However, Kevin of Touche (the 
local bar in Grande Prairie) received a 
shipment of newspapers for his 
In Medicine Hat we met with 
two members of Prairie Pride who helped 
us to arrange for distribution at the 
Medicine Hat News & Tobacco. The 
Valentine’s GALA dance in Lethbridge, 
thanks to friends who made the delivery 
for us, also received a shipment of papers. 

Many thanks to all the people who 
took the time to write or E-Mail us with 
their comments and suggestions. I hope 
you will notice some changes, additions 
and corrections we have made in this 
issue. Keep your comments coming and 
we will do our best to respond. 


rain 


customers. 
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Remember, they’re 
advertising here because 
they want your business 
and when you visit their 

location you’re guaranteed 

a friendly welcome. 
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with this coupon 
Coupon Valid until April 30, 1997 I 
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ANOTHER THANK YOU 

Most of our initial advertisers have 
returned in this issue and we welcome 
several new businesses. Thank you for 
supporting their establishments and 
please continue to do so. Be sure and tell 
them you read their advertisement in 
Outlooks. Remember, they’re 
advertising here because they want your 
business and when you visit their 
location you’re guaranteed a friendly 
welcome. 


CALGARY’S BEST HARD ICE CREAM 
Cones » Cakes + Spits « Shakes « Sundaes » Buk » Steamed Foot-Long Holdogs 


es “Sty Ja vo rite 
Vee Cream Shoppe 
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‘ Wy 
10:30 AM- 10:30PM %~ 


Hard Ice Cream 


_ 2048 - 42nd Ave. S.W. Calgary 
«. Canada T2T 2M7 + (403) 287-3838 


IMPORTANT PETITION 

Our petition for support of the 
GALA 2000 bid is extremely important 
and we hope you will take action and 
make sure your voice is heard. All the 
details are on the opposite page and I 
urge you to show your support and make 
our politicians realize we are a large 
group of voters. 

In the meantime enjoy SPRING 
FEVER! 


SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
Creamy Flavours 


Visa + M.Card « Enroute + Diners_, 
American Express and Discover. .-¢ 


GALA 


Vi 


FESTIVAL 2000 


Gay choruses give community a voice 


by Stephen Lock 

Gay Pride can be expressed in many 
ways: politically, socially, through the 
written word, and through art and music. 
Gay, lesbian, and  gay/lesbian-mixed 
choruses have traditionally served to focus 
and express the “heart”, sometimes even the 
soul, of the — gay/lesbian/bisexual 
communities in North America. 

Springing out of the gay liberation 
movement of the 1970’s, gay and lesbian 
choruses have proven to be a non- 
adversarial avenue of expression. 

Listening to gay and lesbian choruses 
can often be an incredibly moving 
experience. Music and song have a 
tendency to bypass the intellectual process 
and touch our emotions directly. 

Robb Hogan, Musical Director of the 
Calgary Men’s Chorus and a member chorus 
of GALA (Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Choruses), tells the story of when he was 
involved with the San Diego Men’s Chorus a 
few years ago and performing in concert 
before a mixed audience. After the concert 
he was approached by an elderly hetero- 
sexual couple. The couple, it seemed, had 
no idea it was a gay men’s chorus when they 
decided to attend the concert, and had 
assumed they were merely attending a 
recital of a men's choir. They were so moved 


by some of the pieces, and by the talented 
performers, that they told Hogan they were 
planning on attending future concerts and 
would “definitely encourage their friends to 
do the same”, Hogan recalls. 

He added that rather than being 
offended by being “exposed” to a gay event, 
they were able to enjoy the experience as 
entertainment, yet clearly gained some 
insight into the complexity of who we are as 
gay men. 

“They went away with quite a different 
picture of who gay men were than what they 
probably arrived with”, Hogan said. 

The proliferation of gay, lesbian, and 
gay/lesbian-mixed choruses over the last two 
decades has, according to Hogan, really 
given the community an opportunity to 
express itself in a very powerful way. 

“One of the things I found about GALA 
choruses, is that we are one of the most 
publicly visible openly gay organizations 
because of the nature of what we do: we 
perform for an audience and that creates 
opportunities to make some very strong 
statements. One of which, for many 
choruses, is ‘look - we're good and, by the 
way, we happen to be gay’,” Hogan said in a 
recent interview. 

The Calgary Men’s Chorus, through its 
affiliation with GALA, is part of over 140 


Let’s speak out! 


by Roy Heale 

Is Calgary becoming a cosmopolitan 
city or is it the last redneck bastion of 
homophobic thinking in Canada? If you 
talk to the organisers of Gala VI Festival 
2000, you might think the latter is the case. 
Calgary has been the host of the Olympics, 
we are bidding for Expo 2005 and, this 
summer, we welcome the World Police and 
Fire Games. All of these events, plus many 
others, have received the full support of 
The City of Calgary and the Provincial 
Government. Why then is Gala 2000 
being ignored by civic and provincial 
politicians? 
Conservative estimates prepared by 
the Calgary Convention Visitors Bureau 
(CCVB), predict the city could see close to 


$4 million in spending. The 1996 Gala in 


| Tampa, Florida, brought in a whopping 

$27 million to their city according to the 
Organisers. 

Discrimination takes many forms but 

in this i instance, ¢ our elected representatives 

rful in their avoidance of 


organisers from Mayor Duerr neither 
supports nor declines support for Gala 
2000. Unfortunately, Mayor Duerr has 
been unavailable to speak to Outlooks 
before our press te 


Asked during the recent election 
campaign his views on Gala 2000, Premier 
Ralph Klein stated “No comment. Period. 
End of story.” Attempts by Outlooks to 
speak with the Premier’s communications 
Staff have not been answered. 

“Tt has been the worst experience [| 
have had as a gay man living in Calgary in 
my life so far as discrimination goes,” says 
organiser John Dul. At this point, Calgary 
has been short-listed to host the event but 
is competing against San Jose and, 
Philadelphia, “the city of brotherly love”. 

“We must make our civic and 
provincial politicians aware of the positive 
benefits of Gala 2000,” said Dul. On the 
civic level, one wonders if Mayor Duerr is 
reluctant to openly support anything gay 


especially given the vitriolic back lash he 
experienced when, several years ago, the 


City proclaimed the first week of July as 
Gay Pride Week. 

We strongly encourage our readers to 
sign the petition at right. Note, for 
confidentiality, that a signature only is 
required. You do not need to print your 
name. Mail it to our P.O. Box or fax it to 
the Gala 2000 organisers at 261-9949. We 
will let you know the results in the May 
issue of Outlooks. 


choruses all across Canada and the United 
States, as well as member choruses in 
England, Germany, Australia and France. 
GALA also hosts an annual International 
Gay Choruses Festival, with last year’s 
Festival having taken place in Tampa, 


Florida. Over 6,500 people attended the 
Festival. 
The Calgary Men’s Chorus, in 


conjunction with Rocky Mountain Singers, 
are currently in negotiation to host GALA 
VI in Calgary for the year 2000. 

There is a strong Canadian component 
in GALA as the Vancouver Men’s Chorus 
was one of the fourteen founding choruses 
in 1982. Calgary’s Rocky Mountain Singers 
was the first mixed chorus from outside of 
the United States to join GALA. 

Hogan is quick to point out that the 
Calgary Men’s Chorus is not in competition 
or any sort of rivalry with the Rocky 
Mountain Singers, for whom he has a 
considerable degree of respect. His vision 
for the Calgary Men’s Chorus is different 
from the actuality of Rocky Mountain 
Singers, yet compatible. 

Hogan also believes that the examples 
set by such renowned choruses as The Turtle 
Creek Chorale (out of Texas), The San 
Francisco. Gay Men’s Chorus, The 
Vancouver Men’s Chorus, and others who 


PT ee el ee eg or eee 


SOKS PETITION! 


‘Out 


SIGNATURE 


Mayor’s Office: 


Aldermanic Offices: 


or the GALA 2000 organizers: 


Here’s how to submit this petition to your elected representatives: 
Premier’s Office, Southern Alberta: 


Premier’s Office, Northern Alberta: 


Or mail this petition to Outlooks and it will be passed on to the 
appropriate government offices: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W., Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 
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make frequent inroads into what he likes to 
refer to as “the mainstream musical 
community” get “the ‘homosexually- 
challenged’ [i.e. straight] people in the world 
to arrange or write music for gay choruses 
and publish it with the heading ‘For The San 
Francisco Gay Men’s Chorus’ or ‘For Gay 
Men’s Chorus of Los Angeles’, says Hogan, 
“so that when that piece is resold to other 
organizations it’s right out there.” It is a 
perspective he hopes to instill in the Calgary 
Men’s Chorus. 

The chorus invites prospective 
members to attend open rehearsals any 
Sunday evening (7 p.m. in the Main Floor 
Common Room of the Old Y Centre at 223 
12th Ave. SW). New singers who wish to 
audition at other times will be considered on 
a case-by-case basis by the music director, 
Robb Hogan, phone 244-9226. 

Stephen Lock is a well-known gay 
community activist, writer, political analyst, 
and broadcaster. He is involved with the 
executive of several 
including that of the Calgary 
Chorus. 

He is also the Male Co-host of 
Calgary’s original gay and lesbian radio 
show, SPEAK SEBASTIAN, which airs at 
9pm on the Ist and 3rd Wednesday of each 
month on CJSW FM 90.9. 


organizations, 
Men’s 


| WANT THE GALA VI FESTIVAL 2000 IN CALGARY! 

I would like the City of Calgary and the Province of | 

Alberta to demonstrate their support of Calgary’s bid to 

host the GALA VI Festival 2000 by providing the | 
organizers of the official bid with letters of support. 


CITY DATE 


Phone: 
Fax: 


(403) 297-6464 
(403) 297-4276 
Phone: (403) 427-2251 
Fax: (403) 427-1349 
Phone: (403) 268-5622 
Fax: (403) 268-8130 
Phone: (403) 268-2430 
(403) 
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Your letters of support and encour- 
agement for our premiere issue have been 
overwhelming! In our wildest dreams, we 
at Outlooks never thought such a positive 
and supportive response from our readers 
would be possible. 

We achieved, we think, quite the coup 
for our April issue- an interview with QR77 
radio personality Dave Rutherford. 
Rutherford, next to Alberta Report’s Ted 
Byfield, is possibly the most disliked person 
by the gay and lesbian community due to 
his controversial opinions. 

Outlooks publisher Roy Heale and I 
discussed at length the possible ramifica- 
tions of the Rutherford interview. Would 
our readers be furious with us for devoting 
a page in our paper to the interview? We 
hope not. Everybody is entitled to their 
own opinion and the gay community 
should know what people say about us. 
Knowledge is power. 

Steve McDonough, the hopeful 
nominee for the federal Progressive 


HOT OFF THE PRESSES: In what is sure to become an historic moment Outlooks rolled 
off the presses on February 13, 1997 at North Hill Printers in northeast Calgary. 


Conservative Party riding of Calgary Centre 
is a guest columnist this month. The 
Calgary Centre riding has a large 
population of gay men _ so Steve’s 
perspective is important to our community. 

We welcome inferior desecrators Bill 
Bryne and Lori Portigal’s column Urban 
Sprawl and know you will enjoy seeing this 
as a regular feature. We all know it takes a 
sissy to make something pretty and who 
can’t use some decoratin’ tips? 

Stonewall Travel fills us in on gay 
London and R. Gordon’s continuing 
excerpts from You Can See The Lake From 
Here will no doubt delight you. Our regular 
reports from Toronto and Vancouver as well 
as Moneca’s numerology column and Vida’s 
She Gets Around are, as always, a great 
read. Our business profile this month 
focuses on Bruce Edwards, owner and 
operator of Express Video in Edmonton. 

Delwin Vriend, the brou-ha-ha with the 


press. Articles on each await you in this 
issue. 

As well, we focus on spring fashions, 
the latest news in the AIDS war, and the 
increased presence of gays and lesbians in 
television. Enjoy the April issue of 


Outlooks and keep those cards, e-mails and 
letters (and faxes) coming! 

It is only through your input that 
Outlooks will be the kind of paper you 
want. 

Ed. 


school board, and the discussion about Gala 
2000 all have received much attention in the 


Dear Outlooks, 

Congratulations!!! ’m impressed and glad to see 
the support you’ve received. As an ex-Edmontonian, 
(26 years ago) and an ex-dancer with the Alberta 
Ballet Company, it was great to see your first issue. 

As an ex-Albertan, I know it’s tough out there. I 
grew up with Ernest Manning’s “Back to the Bible 
Hour” every Sunday on the radio while he was the 
province’s Premier.... he never heard about church and 
state. 

Good luck again. 

R.S. Toronto, Ontario. 


Dear Roy and Doug, 

Just read your premiere issue and was most 
impressed. I expected another Xtra West but was 
pleasantly surprised. 

The AIDS article by Robert Andrews was 
excellent. Ron Ghitter wrote well and we who live in 
larger centres should remember that we can drive 20 
miles outside, yell “I’m gay” and be stoned to death. 
Our work has only just begun, to whit Gary Dixon’s 
article. 

I could go on and on but will summarize with it’s 
great, I feel like I am finally being treated like I had a 
brain. It’s a paper I can let my 83 year old sister 


Warm regards, 
L. G. Victoria, B.C. 
- PS. Try not to print your subscription coupon 
over an interesting article on the other side. I like to 
mail a paper as interesting as yours to a friend. Over 
a picture or advertisement, please. 


Hi, 

Just happened to notice your new publication 
while at the Daily Globe on 17th Avenue SW. I was 
surprised to see a new publication in the Calgary 
marketplace but was very impressed once I read it. 


It is first class all the way and a visit to your web site 
further reinforces this impression. Looking forward 
to the next issue and the many more that will surely 
follow. 
Best Regards, 
R.D. Calgary, Alberta. 


Outlooks Editor, 

So! You claim to be “Making Waves in Alberta’s 
Gay Community” eh? Perhaps your logo should be 
“Making Waves in Calgary’s Gay Community”. 
Where is the representation of the Edmonton market? 
And some of your resource listings are wrong. Please 
include us who live in E town. 

R. B. Edmonton, Alberta. 


Outlooks responds: 

We apologize for the errors in the resource 
listings. We called and faxed as many organizations 
as possible requesting up to date information but 
unfortunately, lots of our requests went unanswered. 
With our copy deadline hours away, we took some 
resource listings from a national resource directory 
which was woefully out of date. 

We think you will enjoy our business profile this 
month on Edmonton businessman Bruce Edwards 
and, you will see advertisements from several 
Edmonton based businesses. 

Hope this makes you feel included- cause ya’ are 
Blanche, ya’ are! 


include your address and phone number, All letters 
are subject to editing. Write: a 
Letters to the Editor, Outlooks — 
Box 439, Suite 100 
1039 17th Ave. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2T 0 


or fax to: (403) 228-7735 
or e-mail: dougalld@cadvision.com 


BURSTING WITH PRIDE: Co-publishers Doug McDougall (left) and 
Roy Heale check out the first paper off the presses. 


Obviously, a lot of thought has gone into this venture. 
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oy r-pee 2g -pee 
Finally, after years 
of stern motherly 
~ admonishment, there is 
conclusive proof that 
playing with one’s food 
is a natural impulse. At 
least for some of us. In 
the interest of boosting 
the appeal of a high- 
carbo diet, British 
manufacturers Spencer 
and Fleetwood are 
tempting perverse 
palates everywhere with 
their creation of “Penis 
Pasta”. Looking as 


' mouth-watering as they 
sound, 


these naughty 
noodles are sure to give 
Alphaghetti a run for its 

_ money, particularly 
when thrust into one of 
the unique sauces 
recommended, and/or 
recipes, on the box. A 
word to the wise: penis- 
shaped anything served 
with tomato sauce has a 
certain “Bobbitt” taint to 
it and is not suggested 
for the faint of heart. 
Cream sauce (I mean 
store-bought, you pigs) 
is by far the most 
inspired and inspira- 
tional choice of topping. 

Penis Pasta is 

available at: 

Express Video 
#202-11745 Jasper Ave. 
Edmonton, Alta, 

T5K ONS 

Ph: 403-482-7480 

Mail orders are 

welcome. 


Video Killed the 
Kiddie-Show Star 


Until he was busted for contributing to the stickiness of 
cinema floors, Pee Wee Herman was an enduring favorite in our 
community - the ultimate poster boy for geek chic and rampant 
immaturity. Ah, Pee Wee, we hardly knew ye... As it is said so 
nobly: to err is human; to forgive, divine - and certainly we can 
appreciate the irresistible nature of Mr. Herman’s “knobby 
hobby”, can’t we? At long last, a video retrospective of “Pee 
Wee’s Playhouse” is available on video, priced to sell and 
packaged attractively in a colorful collector’s box. Also included 
in the deal is Pee Wee Herman's Christmas Special, a fab romp 


Grace Jones, Little Richard, Dinah Shore, and Charo. The Pee 
Wee Collection can be ordered by calling 1-800-582-6622, and 
each video cassette features two full episodes. 


it religiously - or at least often. 
available at A & B Sound. 


Mouthing Off 


Horror of horrors - you have awakened next to a man (what would your father say?) 
and find yourself cursed with that other Great Equalizer: morning breath (what would 
your mother say?). For those who’ve tired of the Torch Song “freshen before he wakes” 
procedure, good news comes in the form of Breath Asure (or B.A. for short), the world’s 
first digestive freshener. Taken prior to bed (or bed-related activities) B.A. claims to 
eradicate those pesky morning fumes as well as handling complications brought on by the 
consumption of volatile spices and organic offenders (onions, etc.) 

Some may question the validity of Breath Asure’s inclusion in a gay publication 
(“they’re such nice, tidy boys”) but a quick tour through any boy bar on a Saturday night 
will confirm that Clorets and Binanca are not holding up their end of the bargain. Breath 
Asure can be found in most grocery and drug stores, or for a free trial call 1-800-800- 
1688. A must have for garlic enthusiasts and scat-freaks alike. 
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through the holiday season featuring such guests as k.d. lang, + 


tv aipsing thru the trends (6 Ul WVida 


Hark! The Herald Heathens Sing 


Given the intolerable 
intolerance we have come to 
associate with organized 
religion, it is no wonder that 
relatively few of our ilk find 
themselves kneeling to 
worship on Sunday morning. 
In church, that is. For many 

of us, a well-prepared Eggs 
Benedict is the closest we 
have come to a religious 
experience on the Sabbath 
day. Nonetheless, in the 
holy spirit of take-out 
culture, I can _ highly 
recommend to you the 
compilation soundtrack 
from the documentary 

“Say Amen, Somebody.” 

This collection of gospel 

brilliance (multidenomi- 

national--I’m an atheist, for 


God’s sake, and still find it thrilling) unites a variety of artists in 70 minutes of disc-driven heaven, 
with vocal stylings that range from reverent whisper to full-throated roar. Buy it, sip wine, and play 
“Say Amen, Somebody” is produced by DRG Music and is 
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REPORT FROM AIDS CALGARY 


The changing faces of the HIV battle 


by Pia Anderson, AIDS Calgary 

In the past 15 years, scientists have 
learned more about HIV than about any 
other virus in human history. New 
information continues to flow in at a steady 
rate. People are constantly learning 
something new, therefore, what was 
standard last month may not be standard 
this month. It takes much time and effort to 
keep up with all the new information. This 
article will discuss some new ideas in HIV 
care - new at least for now. 

There are two types of markers for HIV 
disease - immune and viral. The most 
common marker to date has 
been the CD4 count, also 
known as the T-cell count, 
which relates to the state of 
a person’s immune system. 
In the past, the T-cell count 
has been the best indicator 
of disease progression but it 
only provides information 
on how the immune system 
is responding to the virus. 
Now there is a way to 
measure the actual amount of virus in the 
bloodstream. This is called a viral load 
measurement. Viral load has three major 
purposes. The first purpose is to estimate 
how much virus is in the system of a person 
living with HIV and therefore how quickly 
that person’s immune system may be 
damaged. The second purpose to see how 
well anti-HIV drugs are working. And the 
third use is to estimate the risk of HIV 
infection to the fetus of an HIV positive 
woman. The amount of virus, as well as 
changes in viral load, are now seen as the 
keys to making treatment decisions. The 
ultimate goal with anti-HIV therapy is to 
reduce the amount of HIV in the blood so 
much that it becomes “unquantifiable” or 
“undetectable.” This however, does not 
mean zero. A limitation of the viral test is 
an inability to detect the virus below a 
certain level. The tests are just not sensitive 
enough yet. It is important to 
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remember that viral load measures HIV in 
the blood. Virus may be present in lymph 
nodes, tissues or other organs. This means 
that an individual with “undetectable” 
levels of HIV in their blood is still infected 
and can pass the virus on to others. 

Having access to viral information 
means that monitoring someone with T-cell 
counts alone is out. Using the T-cell count 
with the viral load to determine treatment is 
in. Using the “single” approach is also no 
longer recommended when it comes to the 
anti-HIV drugs. The “cocktail” or 
“combination” is now the treatment of 
choice in most cases. The 
main goals of combination 
therapy are keeping the level of 
HIV as low as_ possible, 
preventing damage to the 
immune system, and slowing 
or stopping the disease 
progression. Anti-HIV drugs 
are called “antiretrovirals” 
because HIV is a retrovirus. 
(Retrovirus is a virus where the 
RNA and DNA are affected 
causing the cell to be infected for life.) 
Antiretrovirals interfere with the viral life 
cycle to stop, or at least slow the 
progression of HIV disease. The best 
known antiretroviral drugs are “reverse 
transcriptase inhibitors” such as AZT, ddl, 
ddC, d4T and 3TC. Now there is another 
group of anti-HIV drugs called “protease 
inhibitors” such as saquinavir, ritonavir or 
indinavir. Protease inhibitors work at a 
different stage in the viral replication cycle 
than reverse transcriptase inhibitors and 
they also work in different cells. The 
recommended strategy is combining several 
antiretroviral drugs with one of them being 
a protease inhibitor. This _ triple- 
combination has shown better results in 
delaying viral resistance, if taken exactly as 
prescribed, and is the most potent assault 
yet on HIV. It is believed that one drug 
used by itself will cease to work and 
develop resistance much sooner than if used 


in combination. Results of combination 
studies were presented at the XIth 
International Conference on AIDS. Several 
of these studies were able to show profound 
and prolonged reduction in viral load, some 
for as long as one year. What the long term 
results will be are unknown but 
combination therapy is as close to “eureka” 
as anyone has come so far. 

Which combination to take and when 
to take it is dependent on an individual’s 
circumstances. There are many things that 
need to be considered. Is the person experi- 
encing symptoms? Is the T-cell count stable 
or is it declining? Is the viral load low or 
high? Is the viral load changing in any 
way? What are the side effects of the 
medications? Would there be any drug 
interactions with medications the person is 
already taking? The questions are endless 
but current trials and incoming information 
will continue to add to the knowledge base 
that already exists. What is known is that 
these are very potent drugs and need to be 
treated with great care. Development of 
multi-drug cross-resistance to these new 
anti-HIV drugs may occur if not taken 
correctly. The virus becomes “drug-smart” 


and could then be transmitted to others. 

Anti-HIV drugs are far from being the 
only drugs used with HIV disease. There 
are numerous drugs that make up the 
opportunistic infection strategy. Certain 
opportunistic infections are expected when 
the T-cell count falls to a certain level. 
Using the T-cell count as a guide, many 
opportunistic infections, such as pneumo- 
cystis carinii pneumonia (PCP), tubercu- 
losis (TB), mycobacterium avium intracel- 
lulare (MAI) and cytomegalovirus (CMV) 
can be prevented by taking certain prophy- 
lactic drugs. Similar preventive treatment is 
rapidly becoming available for other 
infections as well. 

New trial information and the constant 
release of new drugs means there is always 
new information to be learned. There are 
many resources out there that can help 
people in staying current with the 
information. AIDS Calgary has a Resource 
Centre that is open to everyone. There are 
lots of great sites on the Internet. For 
people who don’t have access to the 
internet, call the Community AIDS 
Treatment Information Exchange (CATIE). 
Their number is 1-800-263-1638. 
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Vriend: Supreme Court | Third year for inclusive art show 


decision pending 


by Outlooks staff 

Delwin Vriend, the teacher who was 
fired by King’s College in Edmonton 
because he was gay, will hear the final 
and binding decision of the Supreme 
Court of Canada in the next several 
months. 

The Vriend case originated at the 
Alberta Human Rights Commission 
level. As sexual orientation is not a 
recognized “grounds for discrimination” 
under the Alberta Individual Rights 
Protection Act, Mr. Vriend’s legal team 
sued the province of Alberta claiming the 
Alberta legislation and the Human Rights 
Commission had violated Vriend’s rights 
to be free from discrimination on the 
basis of sexual orientation under the 
Canadian Charter of Rights. The Alberta 
Court of Queens Bench agreed and the 
Provincial Government appealed. The 
Appeal Court then reversed the lower 
court’s decision. The case is now before 
the Supreme Court of Canada. 

“Most people really don’t think they 
can be fired because of sexual 
orientation,’ says Sandra “Sam” Sebree, 
a Calgary lawyer who is extremely 
interested in the outcome of this case. 

“It is a little discouraging that a lot 
of people within our community are not 
aware of what is at stake,’ continues 
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business partner Gary Courtney. 

“Tn light of the Egan decision, I think 
there is a better than fifty-fifty chance 
that Mr. Vriend will be successful. The 
result of his success will be that the 
Supreme Court of Canada will order the 
provincial government of Alberta to 
change the Bill of Rights to include 
sexual orientation and, in all likelihood, 
that same sort of reasoning would also 
result in ordering Prince Edward Island, 
the only other province that doesn’t have 
it, to prevent discrimination based on 
sexual orientation,” said Courtney. 

Some people in the gay and lesbian 
community wrongly believe that Vriend 
will receive a large sum of money should 
he be successful. The only financial 
recourse Vriend will have is to register a 
legal complaint with the human rights 
commission stating he was wrongfully 
dismissed--similar to a race or religion 
discrimination case. 

Should the Delwin Vriend case not 
be successful, Vriend will have to pay 
many thousands of dollars towards the 
legal fees of the government. 

Both Courtney and Sebree passion- 
ately beseech people to write letters to 
the Premier or their MLA demanding that 
sexual orientation be included in the Bill 
of Rights. 
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DAILY HAPPY HOUR SPECIALS 


GLCSA, the Gay and _ Lesbian 
‘Community Services Association, is 
holding their third annual fundraising art 
show on April 12. 

The show, titled eoend Diversity, 
focuses on inclusion, = 

“The show is for everyone: gay, 
lesbian, and straight,” says Chery! Almen, 


prescription delivery 


_ S.W. from 8:00 p.m. Prices are $15.00 in 
__ advance and $20.00 at the door. Tickets are 


_ Kensington Rd N.W; Folks Like Us Bistro, 


“Among our returning artists are Grant 
Leir, Julie Chapdeleine, Helen Archer, Ted 
Serra, and Carolyn Stengle, a young artist 
whose work sold quite well last year,’ 
Almen said. 

_ “Another event we’re looking forward 
to is a wall of art from the kids of gay 
fathers and eat: mothers--sort of our ‘up 
and comers’.” 
| the event will be held on April 12 at 
the Metropolitan Centre, 333 4th Avenue 


110 10th St. N'W; and A Woman’s Place 
Bistro, 1412 Centre St. South. 
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tev colors, body huggers in for spring Wigs - ClipOns 
Iilyus Men’s Wear owner Massimo Nicoletti , ‘ i Now Available At 


predicts this spring will be the brightest ever. 
Bright, vibrant colors coupled with body hugging 
stretchy materials with reflective accents are what 
the trendoids will be 
wearing this spring. 
Gone are the dark 
> | colors of the past except 
"for chocolate brown 
4 “which is the new black for 
. the fashion conscious. 
Massimos 
suggests you have 
a nice body to 
wear the new 
fashions and by 
‘all means, don’t 
/ wear the big} 
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D.U.B.U.C. Mode de Vie is a way of life 


Sunny, luscious and energizing are just some of the 
words which have been used to describe Canadian designer 
Philippe Dubuc’s Spring and 

eSummer 1997 collection. 

+ D.U.B.U.C. (Design Us Beautiful 

Urban Clothes) Mode de Vie, as 

the collection is called, emphasizes 

color and elongated, fitted 

shapes that follow the body. 
The colors taking 
centre stage this spring 
invoke thoughts of ripe fruit 
and freshly cut flowers. 


Sunflower yellow, pumpkin orange, apple green, sky blue, 
and coffee brown are the look this spring. Every element of 
the D.U.B.U.C. Mode de Vie line - suits, jackets and pants, 
shirts and vests, even accessories- can be matched in very 
daring or more subtle combinations. 

Philippe Dubuc launched his first collection in the 
spring of 1993. The openly gay 31 year old designer is a 
man of audacity, dynamism and a passionate believer in all 
things associated with the fashion universe. When not 
lecturing at the Marie-Victorin College in Montreal or 


spring 1997 


the building bloc 
722-11th avenue sw 


traveling extensively, Dubuc can be found at his stylish 
and relaxed boutique on the prestigious rue St. Denis. 

D.U.B.U.C. Mode de Vie is available in Calgary 
exclusively at Fritz Lang - the beautiful new clothing store 
located in the renovated Building Block on 11th avenue 
S.W. Owner Campbell McDougall knows service and style 
perhaps better than anyone else. His exquisite new facility 
( McDougall also owns Oxygen in Banker’s Hall) is a feast 
for the eyes not only in terms of the space, but the heavenly 
clothing as well. 
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“| Like My Beer Cold, My TV Loud, And My Homosexuals Flaaaaming!” 


The Evolution of Gay Television 


by Dustin Panko 

The gay character in American pop-culture 
has made a journey from the non-existent taboo, 
through the paper thin stereo-type, to the 
complex regular. Next, the ratings grabbing star. 
Homosexuality has emerged from the hetero- 
sexual, hang-up filled, conservative world of 
Arthur Fonzarelli and George Jefferson to 
become the most talked about event since “Who 
Shot JR?” 

Ellen DeGeneres, from Ellen, is on the 
verge of becoming the first female gay lead in 
television history. We won’t know for sure until 
the eventful, albeit anti-climactic, “Is she or isn’t 
she” episode of Ellen on April 30. But even the 
existence of such an episode (never mind the 
hype) is a sign that homosexuality has arrived 
and is belting a Broadway show-tune for 
everyone to hear. 

The road out of the closet, when driven 
from the fateful beginnings of television history, 
resembles a parabola that approaches dead man’s 
curve here in the ‘90s. With a few exceptions, 
until very recently, prime time has been 
exclusively straight. Even in the family situation- 
comedy rich ‘80s we never had to deal with Alex 
Keaton’s gay friend, Denise Huxtable’s struggle 
with her sexuality or even the gay guy at the 
other end of the bar at Cheers. Designing Women 
started out on a progressive note, but surrounded 
by strong women, the producers decided 
Anthony, the black male assistant, should turn 
out to like girls after all. It was a toe-dip in the 
pool of public opinion that found its television 
audience too cold. Bruce Nelson, Executive Vice 
President at CHANNEL 3 CFCN-TYV, chalks this 
up to the fact that American pop-culture is based 
on making money. Broadcasters, by and large, 
will play it safe. If viewers are going to like (and 
watch) the show more without a gay character, 
then make him straight. He says network 
television has to be everything to all people and 
that, at that time, the number of viewers who 
wanted to see a gay character just wasn’t high 
enough. 

Why then the sudden upsurge in gay 
characters? Nelson attributes the increase to a 


Billy Crystal, Soap’s Jody Campbell 
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more gay-literate audience. Issues like AIDS 
have brought homosexuality into the public eye. 
This combined with a ‘view what you like’ cable 
market has prompted the major players in 
broadcast television to re-assess popular 
opinion. Society is becoming more tolerant and 
thus, so can television. It is becoming easier to 
cater to the 20% gay audience without offending 
the changing sensibilities of the 80% straight 
majority. The portrayal of more gay characters in 
an honest and flattering light, in turn, lends itself 
to a more accepting audience. This cycle can 
explain the exponential growth of the gay profile 
on TV and should ensure future growth, but it 
had to start somewhere. 

Nelson looks back to the ‘77-78 season for 
a forerunner: “Soap was really groundbreaking. 
The Billy Crystal character broke a lot of stereo- 
types.” Jody Campbell, the gay son of Mary and 
stepson of Burt was the first honest, funny 
portrayal of a gay man on _ television. 
Relationships, sex-changes and social outcasting 
were all examined. The examination took place 
under a satirical eye and stepped all over a lot of 
taboos. It was the first show to make fun of the 
close-minded red-neck instead of the 
homosexual. Jody was a funny regular character 
who happened to be gay. Soap was truly 
innovative. 

Rather than spawning others, however, 
Soap remained ahead of its time. The ultracon- 
servative eighties gave us only ridiculous hair- 
dresser and interior designer stereotypes. 
Dynasty’s homosexual, Steven Carrington, was 
such a stiff character that he might as well have 
been a cardboard cutout. Like Matt’s on Melrose 
Place, Steven’s love scenes were about 10% as 
steamy as the straight love scenes in the show. 
Matt and Steven are complete compromises; 
simply token homosexuals designed to catch the 
gay audience in a safe, utterly inoffensive 
manner. Yes, Dynasty and Melrose Place 
recognized the gay audience, but they have 
thrown them the smallest, meatless bone 
available (pardon the pun). 

It is, oddly enough, the sitcom that has been 
the progressive medium. As a very dramatic 
issue, it is easier for the melodrama to handle 
homosexuality, but comedy has taken on the 
complex task of making the audience laugh with 
rather than at gays. Recently, the angst-ridden 
humour of the ‘gay struggle’ has worked its way 
into story-lines. Of course, the E//en saga is well 
publicized and about to come to a head, but it is 
shows like Spin City, The Simpsons, Seinfeld, 
Friends and The Larry Sanders Show that are 
making advances in the portrayal of gays. Spin 
City’s Carter is a black, intelligent, witty gay 
man. In a recent episode Luke Perry played 
Carter’s ex-partner who has found someone new. 
Carter asks Mike (Michael J. Fox--you’ve come 
a long way, Alex Keaton) to pose as his new 
partner in order to avoid the emotional sting. The 
humour ‘stems not from a straight man being 
mistaken for a gay man a la Three's Company, 
but from the examination of Mike’s 
awkwardness in helping his friend. Carter’s 
feelings are honestly shown and paralleled with 
Mike’s recent loss of a female partner. This 
clearly shows a shift in attitude: gay people are 
actually real people. 


The attitude 
change has almost 
come full circle. Like 
Soap, a_ recent 
episode of The 
Simpsons points a 
finger not at 
homosexuals but at 
the misinformed 
attitudes surrounding 
them. The episode is 
about a gay man, 
John, (the voice of 
John Waters) who 
enters the Simpsons’ 
lives through his 
kitsch vintage store. 
It satirizes gay stereo- 
types and their 
proponents ue: 
Homer Simpson and 
his cronies. At one 
point Homer asks his 
wife Marge, “[John] 
didn’t give you gay 
did he?” Moe, 
Homer’s bartender friend, spouts a monologue 
on the topic after hearing about Homer’s 
unsuccessful attempt to show Bart ‘real men’ by 
visiting a steel mill (which turned out to be a gay 
steel mill): 

“Where ya been Homer,” Moe rasps, “the 
entire steel industry is gay, and aerospace too, 
and the railroads. And you know what else? 
Broadway. The whole modern world has a 
swishifying effect on kids these days. Their 
MTVs and their diet sodas ain’t gonna set them 
straight neither.” 

The title of this column is uttered by Homer 
himself after mentioning that gays have ruined 
all of men’s toughest names like Julian, Bruce 
and Lance. The show assumes that its audience is 
sophisticated enough to laugh at rather than 
identify with Homer and Moe’s ridiculous rants. 
The assumption that an audience will laugh at a 
line like, “after the boy bags a deer, all the diet 
sodas in the world won’t turn him back” also 
includes the assumption that the audience knows 
homosexuality isn’t something you can learn or 
catch. Josh Weinstein, the show’s producer, says 
that Fox executives were worried more about 
offending the politically correct than their 
straight viewers. They encouraged an ending that 
included Homer “learning his lesson and saying 


Top Ten Gay Characters 
1. Hopefully, Elen, Ellen 
2. Waylon Smithers, The Simpsons 
3. Carter, Spin. City: black, bald, smart ass 
4. Jody Campbell, Soap . 
5. The Fonz, Happy Days: think about it, talk about 
overcompensation 
6. Jeffrey, Seinfeld, ‘Starting Shortstop’ on - gay 
team who Elaine tries to convert 
7. Buddy, Kids in the Hall 
8. Steven Carrington, Dynasty, he was really rich 
9. Matt, Melrose Place, boring but nice 
10. Matthew, Newsradio, he’s a So Bay 


who isn’t gay-this also helps 


Doug Savant as Melrose Place's gay character, Matt Fielding 


that these people are all right.” Once studio 
executives wouldn’t show homosexuals for fear 
of losing an audience. Now, they don’t want to 
lose their gay and gay literate audiences; Fox 
even broadcast their “gay” Simpsons during 
sweeps week. 

There is television that sets trends, 
television that follows trends and television that 
exploits the trends. Thankfully there are shows 
like Soap and Spin City that will continue to 
break new ground in the portrayal of gay 
characters. Once these ideas are established, the 
doors are opened for more timid shows to follow 
the lead. We are getting closer and closer to a day 
when the gay community will be represented, 
completely, on television; a day when all 
advertisers will recognize that catering to a gay 
audience will not alienate their straight one, in 
fact, that they are not really separate. That day is 
by no means tomorrow but when the issue nears 
exploitation by opportunistic shows like Ellen, 
the ratings returns ensure that day is not far off. 
What is the future of gay characters on 
television? The ‘stars’ are the limit. 


Top Ten Gay Episodes 
1. hopefully, E//en- “Ellen Comes Out” 
2. The Simpsons- ‘Homersexual’ 
3. Spin City- ‘Mike and Carter’ d 
4. Seinfeld- ‘But There’s Nothing Wrong With That? 
a reporter mistakes Jerry and George for partners 
5. Soap- “Sex Change’ Jody ee ‘sex 
change operation 
6. Friends- ‘I Could Get A Brian’ 
mistaken for gay at his office 
7. Kids In The Hall- take your pick 
8. The Simpsons- ‘BoBo the Bear’ Smithers dresses 
as a teddy bear for Mr. Burns and _ encourages 
hugging, squeezing and tugging at fur” : 
9. Seinfeld- ‘It Moved’ George visits a tale 
‘masseuse Me E 
10. Melrose Place- I can't remember, i is there on 
with an actual kiss? 5 
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London becoming new gay capital of Europe 


by Stonewall Connection 

London is challenging Amsterdam as the 
gay and lesbian capitol of Europe. Over the 
past few years, there has been an explosion in 
the London gay scene. The traditional centre 
of gay London has shifted from Earl’s Court, 
although it still has many popular and famous 
(read: infamous) pubs and the majority of gay 
hotels. What has happened in London, is the 
revitalization of the “pink village” in Soho 
near Piccadilly Circus and Leicester Square. 
Soho for a long time was thought of as a 
haven for dive bars, seedy sex theatres and 
adult book stores. In the last few years, 
several new gay and lesbian restaurants, pubs 
and other businesses have opened up, 
creating London’s newest ‘gay village’. 

The liberalization of licensing laws in 
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the UK makes it confusing to tourists - many 
pubs close at 11:00, while others just open at 
11:00. Another confusing London feature is 
that some bars and clubs cater to totally 
different crowds on different nights, so you 
are well advised to pick up the Lesbian and 
Gay Guide to London, or one of the local gay 
rags (available at most pubs, clubs and gay 
businesses such as the Clone Zone in Earl’s 
Court or Soho). 

If you start your gay adventure in Soho, 
you may want to check out new clubs like 
The Village Soho and The Yard. Both are 
currently hot spots pulling in large, young 
crowds. Or check out the venerable 
Compton’s with its much-needed facelift. 
Compton’s is a Soho tradition, and is what 
you think of when you think of a traditional 
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English pub, with brass fixtures, wooden 
railings and lots of smoking queens. Opened 
by Lord and Lady Compton, it was the first 
gay pub on Old Compton street and continues 
to maintain a loyal following. It is also a pub 
where you can get a Guinness along with 
traditional English pub food in the 
afternoons. 

The best thing to do when visiting Soho 
is to simply walk around and soak up the 
London atmosphere. You can try out some of 
the great gay restaurants on Old Compton 
Street, the centre of the Pink Village, check 
out the Clone Zone, Boy of London, or some 
of the other shops. You may want to stroll by 
Leicester Square and see the sites and sounds 
of London. Leicester Square is the centre of 
the theatre district in London (and where the 
famous twofers are sold for that day’s perfor- 
mance at half price plus service fees). 
London is undoubtedly the theatre capital of 
the world, with a range of plays that are truly 
awesome. You should check on “What’s on 
Stage” on the Internet, or get the information 
on current London plays from your travel 
agent. You can’t go wrong with Miss Saigon, 
or check out Martin Guerre, the winner of 
this year’s best musical. 

Even the food in London is getting a 
better rap these days. Besides the gay eating 
establishments on Old Compton Road in 
Soho, you may want to taste some excellent 
Indonesian food at Nusa Dua or some tasty 
Italian dishes at I] Pinguino (in the Southwest 
district of London near Earl’s Court). 

After checking out the sights and sounds 
of Soho (only a few pubs are open late), most 
people head for a disco like G.A.Y. or 
Heaven. If you're not into dancing, 
Substation is open late. Picking a place to 
party really depends on your taste. For the 
younger crowd, try The Village, The Edge, 79 
CXR, Kudos or the Yard. More mature tastes 
head for Compton’s or Brief Encounter. 
Lesbians may wish to check out The Box, 
Freedom, The Edge and The Village, so I am 
advised. London is busy all week long, so 


you need to check locally for what’s hot and 
what’s not. 

London is divided into regions as 
defined by its ‘postcodes,’ so if you are going 
to visit for a while, and there certainly is a lot 
to see, you may want to check out other 
establishments. Always popular is Central 
Station, with something for everyone - the 
second floor is a conversational place with 
sofas, chairs and an outdoor patio; the first 
floor is a very crowded cabaret room hosting 
frequent shows, and the basement is a dark 
and cruisy dance floor with lots of nooks and 
crannies. Theme nights range from 
Country/Western to Skinheads. The London 
Apprentice (L.A.) is a very cruisy pub/club 
that is always open and usually crowded by 
midnight. Earl’s Court still counts on one of 
the oldest pubs in the city, the Coleherne, 
close to Bromptons which is a very popular 
late-licence club. 

Accommodation can be very expensive, 
and what is included is not what Canadians 
(much less our Southern neighbours) have 
come to generally accept (unless you are 
willing to pay upwards of $200.00/night). For 
reasonable, gay friendly accommodation, the 
Outlet provides short term and longer term 
accommodation information. But even this 
will start at $80.00/night for bed and 
breakfast. Three gay hotels that can be 
booked from Canada are all located on the 
same street in Earl’s Court (the Hotel Halifax, 
the New York Hotel and the Philbeach Hotel.) 
They have rates starting at $90.00/night. 

Why not check out London this 
summer? Stonewall Connection (403) 250- 
3061 or your gay friendly travel agent can 
book you on a charter starting at $639.00. 
But these low fares go quickly. Why not fly to 
London on your way to the Gay Games in 
“98? It would certainly LET THE GAMES 
BEGIN early, but remember there are only 
773 beds allocated to Canada for the games, 
so start your planning and saving early! 


STONEHENGE, a few hours’ drive from London 
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The right time for change 


by Stephen McDonough 

Hot button politics (HBP) is a term used 
to describe a strategy employed by political 
parties used to motivate the general public to 
their side and specifically against parties of 
other political stripes when they do not 
otherwise have a valid or better policy to 


cover that issue. It also goes by the term 
“politics of fear.” Historical evidence 
demonstrates it is easier to introduce change 
using negative motivation than by using 
positive motivation. We have seen it happen 
over and over again: someone proposes a new 
idea, policy, or a response to an issue they 
think will benefit society, and the idea is 
criticized for various secondary reasons. 
The idea itself drowns in the sea of criticism 
and the matter is left untouched and the status 
quo entrenched. Unless criticism is balanced 
with additional support and/or suggestions 
for improvement, the status quo remains the 
natural alternative. HBP issues have been the 
GST and National Unity, and will be Human 
Rights. 

As a society generally, it appears we do 
not particularly like to face change even 
when the existing situation is not optimum. 
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Unless, of course, it benefits us directly. 
Why that is, escapes me. Even so, it remains 
a challenge for most governments to show 
leadership and plot a course for the future 
that will introduce positive and lasting 
change. Most new governments take on this 
task, all the while being criticized by those 
who do not share their particular and specific 
political views. The more new ideas a 
government expresses, the more it opens 
itself up to criticism. Eventually, it becomes 
easier to maintain the status quo, than to 
change it. Most of us do not compromise our 
own lives in this way. Why then do we 
tolerate this from our leaders in Government 
and the Opposition? Is it because of our own 
indifference to the issue? Or, are we tired of 
the hyperbole employed by politicians to pull 
us to their side? 

The use of HBP promotes short term 
objectives. It only requires one to identify a 
well publicized current issue, gauge public 
opinion, and adopt a position that offers a 
cosmetic and a superficial short term 
solution. The most evident use of the HBP 
strategy was employed by the Liberals - as 
opposition and government - and the GST. 
It has come full circle. 

The GST issue serves as an example of 
hot button politics that was used to galvanize 
public opinion. Facts were obscured by 
rhetoric and the public was whipped into a 
frenzy. This made constructive debate 
difficult and the result is that the eyes of most 
Canadians glaze over in indifference or utter 
disgust. Facts have been overlooked, and the 
level of distrust is so high no 
one believes them if they 
read them. For example, 
every penny collected under 
the GST goes directly into a 


Debt Reduction Account and is used to pay 
down the national debt. The GST was not a 
new tax but rather a hidden tax reconfigured 
to be an open tax charged on every product 
purchased in Canada. Although the Liberals 
promised to “scrap the GST”, in 3 1/2 years 
of government they have not found an 
acceptable alternative to a tax they helped 
cause people to hate. A concomitant to this 
is, the Liberals created expectations of their 
performance. Expectations they have not 
met. 

A current HBP issue in the public sphere 
is National Unity. This is a major issue that 
should be of personal concern to all 
Canadians. Although the issue is critical to 
the future of our country, it is an issue no one 
wants to discuss because it is emotionally 
charged, complex, and one where an obvious 
answer currently eludes us. Using HBP 
tactics, the words “distinct society” has 
become synonymous with the perception of 
‘unfair’ and/or ‘unequal’. It is a risky subject 
to broach - even though the proponents of 
separation are working hard to reach their 
objective - because it causes such a visceral 
reaction. This is due in part to the debate 
being slow to emerge, muddied by poorly 
articulated and presented arguments, and is 
constantly evolving. This is a serious and 
scary state of affairs when Canadians 
understand another Quebec referendum will 
happen in the near future. 

The recently released Progressive 
Conservative election platform refers briefly 
to the national unity issue. Although the 


issue, by all appearances, is highly contro- 
versial because of its association with HBP. it 
is not controversial to the PCs. The 
definition used by the Party is considerably 
less so. i 

Whether we use the words distinct 
society or other words, the-issue remains the 
same ... we need to find a way to recognize 
this reality within the Canadian context. 

It is important Canadians understand 
exactly what this means and what it does not 
mean. 

It does not and will not constitute special 
powers, privilege, preferential treatment or 
superiority. It is the simple recognition of a 
historic fact of more than two centuries. 

What this means is that Canadians 
commit to assisting the people of Quebec in 
protecting their unique culture, civil law and 
language in North America, much the same 
way we all strive as a country to keep Canada 
itself. 

This is a reasonable solution for a 
contentious and emotional issue. PC 
members and representatives are dedicated to 
dealing with issues directly, head on, in an 
open manner. We want to create consensus 
and the frame work to move from talking 
about issues to dealing with them. We will 
use this principle to deal with the next HBP 
issue of human rights. Do not be drawn in by 
the tactics of HBP politics, find out about the 
position of each party and compare it to the 
facts. 

Stephen McDonough is seeking the 
federal PC nomination in Calgary Centre. 
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Inglewood home gets facelift 


by Bill Bryne, interior designer 

Welcome to Urban Sprawl! Each 
month, we hope to showcase examples of 
creative interior design in our community. 

The project we have chosen for our 
maiden article is an Inglewood home built in 
1912. Once a sturdy starter home, this house 
had accumulated the earmarks of each 
generation that had lived there before - 50’s 
paneling, 60’s wallpaper, and 70’s shag. Ugh! 
Our job, like a good esthetician, was to 
cleanse. 

As with many homes of this era, 
attention to detail is evident. Its age alone is 
a testament to the quality craftsmanship 
used. And fortunately, it was unaffected by 
the cookie-cutter feel that strikes so many 
houses today. Sameness has replaced 
character. But we were willing to forgo some 
of the plush modern conveniences to live 
somewhere with uncommonplace charm. 
We knew this was a home worth saving. 

The first step, as with anything, was to 
come up with a plan. And, of course, a 
budget. This meant sitting down in the 
empty living room and putting things in 
order. 

We had hoped to have the project 
completed in two to three months. It took 
four to five. A rule of thumb is to double the 
amount of time you think it will take. That 
goes for budget as well. There are always 
unforeseen problems with renovating a 
character home, and this one was no 
exception. 

We spent the first two months in 
demolition. We ripped down the old t-bar 
ceiling, and with two industrial steamers 
removed the 14 layers of wallpaper that 
buried the original plaster in five of the 


rooms. Then we found out that some of the 
walls we had steamed would have to be 
removed anyway in order to update electrical 
and plumbing. We felt we had just steamed 
a pile of rubble. 

We also removed the downstairs ceiling 
and the subfloors, complete with shag 
carpeting, to try and reuse the fir flooring. 

Next to go was the gravity, or octopus 
furnace, which had taken up half the space in 
the basement. 

Windows in the kitchen were replaced 
and a doorway to the patio was relocated to 
the dining room, to make way for new 
kitchen cupboards. 

In the end, we hauled away four 
truckloads of trash, rubble, and debris from 
the site. 

Once the demolition was done, the 
contractors worked their magic. New 
plumbing, electrical, insulation and a state of 
the art furnace, about 1/6th the size of the 
original, were installed. New ceilings and 
drywall came next, along with new rails on 
the stairs to conform to code, and other 
millwork to match the original trims and 
moldings. 

We measured the kitchen and ordered 
new cabinets while the workers finished 
mudding and sanding the drywall. 

Then came one of the best parts. 

Every house should show its best face, 
and applying paint is like (laugh if you will) 
applying makeup. It can create a cosmetic 
face with lights that minimize flaws and play 
up the home’s best features. 


...continued on Page 17 


| BEAUTY HURTS- (clockwise | 
| from above) new dining room, 
_ old dining room (inset), old 
"living room (inset), new living 
»room, old and new kitchens 


...continued from Page 16 


We went with a triad colour scheme, 
using variations of blue, yellow and reds that 
would be in keeping with the home’s period. 

We used an appetizing earth tone red in 
the dining room, and a warm yellow in the 
north living room to add warmth and space. 
We extended this yellow to the halls and 
stairwell. For the trims and ceilings we used 
white to give drama and a more formal feel. 

We decided terra cotta for the kitchen 
floor. It’s easy to clean and joins the 
brickwork in the outside walkway (a new life 
for the old chimney). 

Upstairs we used blue and yellow for a 
more relaxing quality. 

The wood floors were sanded, filled and 
stained a rich burgundy mahogany. 

Lastly, the kitchen casework arrived, 
and as anticipated, the white cabinets really 
made a small space work well. We used a 
raised panel door and pewter handles to give 
a modern touch without compromising the 
character. 

Finally, after months of worry, self- 
doubt, and hard work, we were done. 

Our showcase homeowner, Paul 
Mankelow, thought it was the perfect home 
to house his great collection of antique 
furniture and period light fixtures, and he 
was right. The once eyesore of the block had 
been brought back to a deserving second 
life. 

If you’ve done some creative work in 
your living space, we'd like to hear from you. 
Contact Bill Bryne or Lori Portigal at Urban 
Sprawl: (403) 228-9502. 


Designer's Choice 


Kitchens € Bathrooms Ltd. 


1218 - Nth Avenue 5.W. Bus.: (403) 229-1900 
Calgary, AB Fox.: (403) 229-1915 


VANCOUVER 


Left Coast Libations 


by Alex Alexander 

Trying to figure out the ritual worship 
at the altar of Vancouver’s bar and nightclub 
circuit proved too trying for my little brain: 
I had to call someone more knowledgeable 
in these matters than myself. I had a nice 
long cocktail with a member of the 
Vancouver “A” list who we'll call David so 
as to protect him from the club owners 
whose establishments he dissed. According 
to David, there is a weekly itinerary one 
follows, and between sips on his martini and 
puffs of his Cuban he let fly. 

In terms of Dance Clubs, there are 
really only two. Friday nights are owned by 
The Odyssey -- everyone goes but on gay 
time (and this is west coast gay time); don’t 
show up early. Front door is only for those 
who don’t know about the back door where 
only men are allowed to enter. Thursdays at 
the Odyssey are good too, apparently 
they’ve been featuring naked boys and 
volunteers dancing in the elevated shower 
and calling the whole wet mess “Shower 
Power” for about four years now. According 
to my source, this makes it famous. David 
hinted that a couple of years ago he 
competed in the year-long series of exhibi- 
tions that comprise the Mr. Shower Power 
contest and placed quite well- he wouldn’t 
elaborate. Sundays are also an Odyssey 
night thing, with a great drag show and quite 


a crowd ‘round about midnight. Where do 
all these people work that they go out and 
drink Sunday? 

Wednesdays we all go to Celebrities, 
I’m told, for their Drag Show, and I can back 
up the claim that Saturday night belongs to 
Celebrities too. Personally, I find 
Celebrities full of stand-around-look-good- 
don’t-touch-the-hair-girlfriend sort of folk, 
while the regulars at the Odyssey seem a bit 
more (but only a bit, mind you) down to 
earth. You may even see the occasional 
scrap of cotton and other non-iridescent 
fabrics. 

“On Thursdays, we go to Denman 
Station,” David tells me. But early. There is 
a dance party there called Electric Lounge 
which is reputedly a good starting point for 
the obligatory and aforementioned 
Thursday night wet-boys-in-a-shower-stall 
thing at the Odyssey. 

By this point in our conversation, David 
was slurring loudly about where the hell the 
bloody waiter was with his sixth or seventh 
or whatever. Managed to squeeze out of him 
that there are other bars here; a place on 
Granville called the Royal where occasional 
live bands have been known to play; 
Numbers on Davie a few doors down from 
Celebrities; strippers at the Dufferin on 
Granville on the weekends, and what used to 
be the Shaggy Horse and is now called the 
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Red Lounge. David wouldn’t be caught 
dead at any of these places though; at some 
the crowds are too old, at others they are too 
unattractive, and at me they are (gasp) 
mixed. 

After a pause sid a gulp and a puff, a 
light bulb flashed in his gin-addled cortex 
and he remembered Mars, which is 
“straight” 6 nights a week, but has a gay 
dance party on Fridays. After the clubs 


close (when the A list is just beginning to 
march) there is The World. The World is an 
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after hours club with lots of sweaty clubster 
clusters who just can’t stop moving to-the 
rhythm of the night. 

You’re on your own for addresses and 
directions--suffice it to say most everything 
is within walking distance from everything 
else and most establishments are listed in the 
phone book. 

Next month, we’ll look at restaurants or 
hotels, I can’t decide which. Maybe a little 
of both. 
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“Most Exciting Theatre Right Now Is Gay” 


by John Coulbourn 

As a play, it was golden almost from 
conception, earning its writer a passel of 
awards, not the least of which was a Pulitzer 
Prize. 

On Broadway, critics and audiences 
alike loved it--and as it started to spread 
through North American culture, each new 
production was greeted with enthusiasm. 

Bitingly funny, deeply thought- 
provoking, unutterably moving, Tony 
Kushner’s Angels in America: A Gay 
Fantasia on National Themes was already 
one of the most successful dramatic plays of 
the century, when Alberta Theatre Projects 
announced that they would bracket a season 
with the two halves of the work. 

So the surprise was genuine when the 
Calgary media--or components thereof-- 
reacted to the work with venomous outrage 
before Part One: Millennium Approaches 
even opened. 

Actor/playwright Kent Staines, 39, cast 
as Prior Walters, the gay drag queen around 
whom the story pivots, remembers the furor 
well. Despite the months and the miles that 
separate the Toronto-based actor from the 
controversy, there’s no hesitation as he 
recalls the backstage mood way back when. 

“People handled it differently,’ he 
recalls. “Some people were really angry.” 

Staines wasn’t one of them, however, 
even though he can understand that emotion 
as he recalls Calgary Herald columnist 
Peter Stockland’s “hateful” opening salvo, 
in what was to become a tempest in 
Calgary’s theatrical teapot. 

“He is hateful,” Staines adds as an 
aside, continuing more in wonder than in 
rancor: “At least, in the sense that he is hate- 
filled.” 

But if Stockland’s intent--or the intent 
of any of the others who climbed on his 
bandwagon--was to throw this actor or the 
ensemble for a curve, it was not to be. 

“T reveled in every minute of it,” 
Staines recalls as he prepares to head back 
to Calgary for the opening of Angels, Part 
II: Perestroika, slated for May 18 to June 
Pipe, 


“It was doing what art does. 
Everybody was talking about Angels and 
what it meant. 

“It galvanized the arts’ community. 
They were so embarrassed. It served to 
expose the sort of fascist hypocrisy that sort 
of thrives there.” 

“Mercifully,’ he continues with a grin, 
“it was a really great production, so people 
went to see it and loved it.” 

When Staines talks of ‘fascist 
hypocrisy,’ he does so, not as a westerner, 
but as an unrepentant Alberta boy, one who 
has returned regularly to hometown 
Edmonton, since he left to go chasing 
dreams. 

“T know I’m western,” he insists, 
despite a career and long-term relationship 
that keep him Toronto-bound most of the 


time. “I know that when I meet other 
westerners. When you meet them, you 
know them.” 


And he’s no stranger to controversy, 
either. 

After training at the University of 
Alberta and the London Academy of 
Musical and Dramatic Arts in Britain, 
Staines first did a season at the Shaw 
Festival and a couple at Stratford, before 
gaining a certain amount of notoriety on the 
Fringe circuit with his one man/woman 
show, titled Lana Lust: The Bitch Stops 
Here. 

Since then, his resume has acquired 
both depth and color. 

In Edmonton, he worked extensively 
with Robin Phillips. In Toronto, his creden- 
tials grew to embrace the Canadian 
premiere production of Brad Fraser’s Poor 
Super Man. 

“Poor Super Man was definitely my 
legitimate reintroduction to Toronto stages,” 
Staines says with a lazy smile, adding with 
perfect comic timing: “If you call getting 
butt-fucked on stage legitimate.” 

But it was an ATP workshop of Fraser’s 
Outrageous that Staines counts as his 
audition piece for Angels. 

Recalling being cast as “the bald 
leather man who sang Work That Hole,’ he 
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says: “It made Poor Super Man look like 
Little Mary Sunshine. | think that gave them 
a pretty good idea of what I could do.” 

Naturally, when he heard that a Calgary 
production of Angels was in the works, he 
was most definitely interested. And when 
the part of Prior was offered, he leapt-- 
without hesitation. 

“Not one little bit,’ he says. “The stuff 
I’ve enjoyed most in my career was really 
sort of out there. It was kind of dangerous 
material.” 

He’s not sure what role his sexual 
orientation played in his casting, but he has 
a pretty fair idea. 

“I know Michael [Dobbin, ATP artistic 
director and co-director, with Bob White of 
Angels] wanted a gay man for the part,” he 
says. 

And while Staines believes that a good 
actor of any sexuality could play the part, he 
thinks Dobbin made the right call. 

“As you know, gay people have a 


vocabulary,’ Staines explains. “Gay people 
can go on for 15 minutes and straight people 
have no idea what we’re talking about.” 

“T think 90% of directing is casting and 
if you can get somebody who knows where 
the socket is...” 

An expressive shrug completes the 
thought. 

He’s not sure if ‘knowing where the 
socket is’ explains all the gay men he’s been 
called on to play in his career--and he’s not 
sure if it needs explaining. 

“Maybe I’m just comfortable with it,” 
he muses. “And they know I’m willing to 
go there.” 

“Plus, the most exciting theatre right 
now is gay. Gays own the theatre in the 
OSs 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan, 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he 
covers the performing arts for the Toronto 
Sun. 


The Promise Of The New West 


by William Foran 

It’s Monday evening in mid-March, 
calm and cool in downtown Calgary. 
Outside as twilight draws near, the beautiful 
city skyline is still reflected in the third-story 
windows of the AIDS Calgary offices. 

Inside, forty young gay and lesbian 
Calgarians celebrate the second anniversary 
of I-Dentity, their peer support group, which 
leader Derek Antonio notes in his address, is 
one of the few community organizations that 
has survived so long. 

The mood is very positive. There is no 
hatred inside these walls, no discrimination, 
no intimidation, no fear. There is no hint 
here of the oppression that gays and lesbians 
often face outside; no cruel world tonight, 


just friends and good times. Just like it 
should be. 

A conversation in the hallway catches 
my attention: Ken and Kelly are talking 
about the future of Calgary. Is it safe here? 
Could Calgary be like Toronto or Vancouver? 
The two seem to agree that our city, while it 
still has a long way to go, has made some 
major strides over the years; and maybe 
we're even gaining momentum. The strides 
maybe, will be jumps and leaps in the 
foreseeable future. Ken says Calgary could 
one day be just like Vancouver, or even the 
centre of the universe, Toronto. Kelly 
quickly cuts in: hopefully different, she says. 

I think if we look west or east we see a 
diversity and a tolerance that at first glance is 


Karyn MacKenzie (left) and Derek Antonio, co-chairs of I-Dentity. 


|-Dentity thanks Calgary school board 


by Karyn MacKenzie and Derek Antonio 

Hey there. Welcome back! This time 
around I’ve brought along a great friend of 
mine Karyn MacKenzie, who is also a co- 
chair of I-Dentity Les-Bi-Gay youth. I-D 
welcomes Karyn and her input. 

As this is a column denoted to 
Calgary’s Les-Bi-Gay youth we feel it is 
only fitting to mention the recent proposal 
passed by the Calgary Public School Board. 
The decision to have Gay and Lesbian 
supportive counseling and safety guidelines 
offered in our public schools is a very vital 
and positive step in ensuring the equal 
education of Calgary’s gay youth. I-Dentity 
would like to take this opportunity to thank 
all those involved for making this happen. 

Some upcoming events at I-Dentity are 
as follows: on April 14th, Jane Oxenbury 
and Donna Gould will be doing a workshop 
on relationships, dating, sex and everything 
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in between; April 28th, School Board 
trustee Pat Boyle will be coming in to 
discuss her recent involvement with the 
media and parents over the decision passed 
for the supporting, counseling, and safety 
guidelines, and what they will mean for all 
youths involved. 

I-Dentity is also proud to present the 
2nd annual Queer Celebration May 18th at 
Rooks Bar and Beanery. Non-alcoholic 
drinks start at 2pm, special activities at 3pm 
followed by a dinner at Spm and dance from 
7pm - 11pm. Tickets are available for $5.00 
from either Derek (244-2857) or Karyn 
(289-0186) or at any I-Dentity meeting. All 
proceeds from this event will be donated 
directly back to the youth group. 

If you'd like more information about I- 
Dentity or its upcoming events please call 
Karyn (289-0186) or Derek (244-2857). 

Don’t hide your pride!! 


missing here at home. Sure Toronto is 
bigger, and has more bars. Yes, you can walk 
hand in hand on Davie street in broad 
daylight. No, you can’t buy freedom rings 
from ten different vendors in Calgary, but be 
patient. Even as Macleans magazine lauds 
Calgary as being “on top of the world,’ we 
look longingly at million-dollar-a-month 
Vancouver and think for sure the grass must 
be greener there. 

But wait, let’s take a closer look at 
home. How many gay bars do we have now? 
Gay restaurants? Community organizations? 
Clubs? Sports organizations? Civic 
candidates? Magazines and newspapers? 
Shops? Theatre? The answer is several in 
every case. And the list keeps growing, and 
it will continue to keep growing so long as 
there are gay and lesbian Calgarians who 
believe in the promise of the “new west”. As 
a city, Calgary has more money, more youth, 
more education, more jobs, and more 
promise than most other places in the 
country. We have a great natural 
endowment, a solid infrastructure, excellent 
recreational opportunities, and a growing gay 
community. What we have most of all, is 
opportunity. 

Instead of jumping ship to Toronto, with 
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its good and bad points, we have a chance to 
actually build our own utopia. We can be 
pioneers; molding Calgary as it grows. We 
can become the envy of Toronto and 
Vancouver. Yes it can happen. Ken isn’t 
leaving Calgary - he wants to have a hand in 
making it a better place for his gay and 
lesbian friends. Kelly has worked in a 
number of community organizations here; 
and she can see we’re on the right track. We 
won’t become great by fleeing to greener 
pastures; but by freeing ourselves from real 
and perceived oppression, taking action, and 
taking pride in what we have and what we 
are. 

Tomorrow morning the bright Calgary 
sun will emblazon that same skyline, on that 
same window, in radiant colour. Inside, 
AIDS Calgary volunteers will continue their 
work making our community better and the 
forty young people from I-Dentity will have 
left the office confines to go back into their 
own lives, their own circles of friends, 
schools, jobs and families; and they will 
know that being gay in Calgary has its 
upside. They will share that hope and they 
will inspire others to feel it. And they'll be 
back in twelve months for I-Dentity’s third 
birthday bash, I’m sure of it. 


PRICE: $29.95 per 4m! bottle 
BONUS: Any additional bottles: $19.95 


TO ORDER CALL 1-888-654-9342 EXT. OL 
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Our lives operate on nine year cycles, 
which keep repeating themselves. Each of 
these years, from 1 to 9. has its own 
vibrations, which cannot be avoided. Each 
year has its own set of influences. By 
knowing what to expect “IN ADVANCE” 
you can prepare yourself to take advantage 
of the opportunities and avoid the pitfalls! 
Each cycle runs from January Ist to 
December 31st of the current year. 

Your personal year is the reduced sum 
of your birth month, your birth day and the 
present calendar year. Add one to it, like 
this: 

David is born on December 9th, so; 
MONTH: Dec. = 12. 1 +2 =3 


FRIENDS; 


How to determine your personal yearly cycle 


DAY: 09 

YEAR:1997 = 1+9+9+7=26 (2+6=8) 
thus: 3 + 09 + 8 Plus 1 = 21,2 +1 =3: 

Thus, David is in a 3rd year cycle. 


Moneca is born March 25th, so; 

March is the 3rd month, her birth day 
adds up to 7 and the current year adds up 
to 8, adding a 1 and Moneca finds herself 
meat yearcycleG +778 41-191 + 
9=100r 1) 

The nine year cycles are very much 
like the stages in a harvesting season. Each 
one prepares for the next. In order to have 
a good harvest, no steps can be neglected 
or left out. 


I loved Barry Doe with all my heart. Anybody that knew him 
did too. Right David? There is so much I could say about him and 
go on about, but I think the second line says it all. He had a passion 
for life, that not a lot of people let themselves experience. 


Ws a truism by now that they mean 


the most in time of need. 


Wen someone you know is going 
through the sorrow and confusion of 
life’s hardest experience, take the time 
to stop by the funeral home and let them 


know that you care. 


Leydews & 


FUNERAL HOMES LTD. & 
BOW VALLEY CREMATORIUM 
Serving Calgary and Southern Alberta since 1930 
17th Avenue & 2nd Street S.W., Calgary, AB T2S 0C3 
TEL: 403-228-4422 FAX: 403-228-5582 
TOLL FREE: 1-800-883-7702 


4079 1 St. W., Claresholm, AB TOL OTO 
TEL: 403-625-3212 


Calgary Family Owned and Operated 


His love andf 
passion for children is | 
something everyone 
who knew him has seen. There is not too 
much I have to say except that I was the 
lucky person to be able to spend the greater 
and happiest time of my life with the best. 
Barry, My Love Forever, 
Billy. = 


This column is 


sponsored and 

i subsidized by Leyden’s Funeral Homes. If 

| you would like to honor a loved one, please 7 
contact Doug at Outlooks at 228-1157. 


CYCLE ONE 

If your personal life cycle is a number one, 
April is the month to meditate and travel. A great 
month to take control of business and financial 
matters. Try to dress with dignity and behave 
diplomatically. Get out there - advertise and 
promote yourself. 

CYCLE TWO 

One should be aggressive and use this time 
span to make changes - overall, the focus should be 
on new beginnings. 

CYCLE THREE 

Be primed to entertain and to be entertained. 
Use this month to verbalize ideas, show off your 
talents. Projects begun about two months ago will 
blossom now. Call old friends. All forms of 
communications are important. 

CYCLE FOUR 

Use this month to be venturesome. Try 
something new and different, attention-getting and 
spontaneous. This month provides an opportunity 
to make transitions and changes. 

CYCLE FIVE 

This month gives you an opportunity to 
question any plans and learn from the past. This is 
not a good time to get telephonitis. Take time to 
read, be self examining. Find patience, be tolerant 
and willing to spend time quietly - ALONE! 

CYCLE SIX 

This is not a month to begin anything new. 
The projects that began eight months ago crop up to 
either conclude or to be abandoned. Call on the 
sick, or needy and take a book, a tasty treat or a 
listening ear. 

CYCLE SEVEN 

This is your opportunity to make others happy. 
Interactions with friends and lovers take top priority 
while ambitious material concerns and changes 


should be put on the shelf. Situations may arise that 
require tactful handling. 

CYCLE EIGHT 

Laziness and disorganization has to be put on 
the shelf for now. This is the time to reconstruct 
plans or projects and square up mistakes in finances 
or judgement. Organize your time, do not waste 
energy and follow through on your commitments. 

CYCLE NINE 

Now is the time to settle down to deepen your 
love and create a harmonious environment. 
Enjoying and sharing chores and old friends while 
indulging in shows of affection is the order of the 
month. 


Moneca Trembllay 
Psychic Consulta 
Reiki Healer 
Columnist 


experience as a practicing ” 
psychic and healer. She has 
appeared on numerous radio 
and TV shows as.a guest and 
Sas hosted several programs 
- herself. , 
Once one of us understaniae 
‘the mind, one can achievé the 

impossible. ‘ 
‘Reach for the stars... 
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You Can See The Lake From Here 


PART Il: COTTAGE CUISINE AND OTHER STUFF 


by R. Gordon 

Let me set one thing straight right off 
the bat. I don’t cook! Actually, I can’t 
cook would be more accurate. The real 
truth is that my cooking has killed more 
people than bullets. 

When I first purchased my little 
cottage on the lake, it didn’t take long for 
word of my culinary misgivings to 
circulate and the next thing I knew the flies 
had chipped in to have the screen door 
fixed. If you think I’m kidding, just ask 
some of my more recent guests (the ones 
still living). It’s been said that if you want 
to satiate your lusts for lavish cuisine at 
Gordonview, or even get a decent meal, 
then you had best make a reservation at 
one of the finer eateries in the nearest 
town. 

Im “Kiam’s 
Squeeze Inn” on the corner of Service 
Station Row and Service Station Row --it’s 
a weird town! Considered a landmark, this 
dilapidated dump boasts a hearty fare of 
steer fat, fries and cholesterol. A _ hair- 
netted St. Bernard with the mind of an 
amoeba meets you at the door, then twenty 
minutes later, waddles over to your table 
and gouges your neck with a couple of 
plastic-coated menus. It sounds perfectly 
ghastly but it’s really quite palatable. 
Come to think of it, it was recommended 
by my good Indian friends, Chief Iron- 
Guts, his cousin Luke Shot-In-The- 
Stomach and Virginia Fryingpan. Sounds 
like three restaurant critics I’d trust, 
wouldn't you? 

The other formula for getting a fast 
face full of food is to invite a guest who 
can cook. One such person is my good 
friend, Lady Sue-Ellen Countertop of 
Banana Split Park. “Swellin” as we like to 
call her, is a rather large woman. She is a 
direct descendant of “Louis The Fat” of 


especially fond of 
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France and boy can she cook! She can also 
eat! An average meal for her “Ladyship” 
consists of a thin crepe appetizer, some 
parsley, an ox and some custard for 
dessert. To paint a perfectly clear picture 
of Swellin, I can tell you that when she 
wears black you’d swear that night was 
coming. She belongs to the Sisters Of 
Plenty Parish and her blood type is Ragu. 
Oh yes, she also has her own area code! 
Let’s face it friends, the girl is so obese that 


stem on her head. You can imagine the 
look on the faces of the city’s most elite 
“vegetables and side dishes” as a 350 
pound woman, stark naked, stood up and 
started serving drinks like nothing had 
happened. What a trooper! 

As this chapter has already taken a left 
turn, and against all my original intentions 
and better judgment, I will now share some 
secrets passed on to me by the PGA. 
(Note: They have nothing to do with golf, 


if she became Queen, they'd have to lower 
her onto the throne with a giant spatula and 
a white sauce lube. Actually, she’s ajoy to 
be with and she wrote the book on hosting 
a party (which comes in handy for those 
sissified soirees that some cottage owners 
love to have). 

Her parties always have a theme. My 
personal favorite is when we get to come 
dressed as our favorite food. It’s the 
culinary event of the season and I get to 
wear the wiener costume I bought in San 
Francisco four years ago. It may sound 
ridiculous, but it’s a great costume because 
you can add a cowboy hat and chaps and 
go as “Urban Weenie” or just wrap 
yourself in a plain old bun with bits of 
colorful garnish hanging everywhere. I 
don’t mean to brag, but I have turned a few 
heads with this disguise. 

Last year’s party was a bit of a downer 
though! Actually, it went to hell in a 
handbag when Lady Countertop was 
making her grand entrance down the spiral 
staircase at her chic downtown condo. As 
near as I could tell she was dressed as a 
stuffed tomato and had some sort of 
hemorrhage half way down the stairs. 
Well! Run for your lives! It looked like an 
explosion at the picante sauce factory. She 
didn’t stop rolling until she hit the front 
door, with a loud thud. There was nothing 
left of her costume but a green tomato 


illustration by Jay Goas 


they’re the Party Givers Of America.) 

The first thing you must realize, is that 
as soon as you announce to the masses that 
you have a cottage on a lake, the 
woodwork opens up and you have 
everyone from Modine Thurber to John- 
Boy Walton’s grandmother, twice removed 
through marriage, at your door, swearing 
up and down that they met you in the 
Congo or some other exotic place. Who 
are they trying to kid? One look at them 
and you know they are Mr. and Mrs. Front 
Porch from East-Overshoe Junction and 
they are about to be removed for a third 
time. As my dear mother so aptly put it, 
“Company is like fish! After a week they 
start to stink!” 

I find that the best way to deal with the 
unwanted vermin among us, is to get a 
poorly trained Doberman Pinscher, post 
him at the door and when they show up 
they get chewed to hamburger! It’s not 
very pretty, but it can be a cheap source of 
entertainment on those slow afternoons. 

Once you have the desired guest list 
assembled, the question is, what to serve? 
And eeegads! Lady Countertop is tied up 
that weekend. (That’s a lot of rope!) 

When this happens, I get as nervous as 
a snake in a belt factory. 

As I mentioned a lifetime ago, I don’t 
cook, but I do make mean “Party Thangs”. 
No matter what I make for hors d’ oeuvres, 


two of the ingredients remain constant. 
They are anchovies and five shots of 
tequila. The directions are the same as 
well. First you take the anchovies and 
throw them in the trash, then you take the 
smelly trash and throw it on the doorstep 
of a neighbor who is causing you grief. 
When you get back home, knock back two 
of the shots of tequila, then mix the other 
ingredients together, until the mixture is as 
smooth as my agent. Throw the stuff at 
some crackers, down the remaining shots 
and wait to see who shows up at your 
society-page success. 

Another way to shatter the ice at a 
slow moving party is to watch your guests 
gorge themselves on something sweet. I 
find a punch made with maple syrup, lots 
of grenadine, canned fruit, Hawaiian 
Punch, sugar, sherbert, whipped cream, 
and chunks of chocolate floating on top, 
gives those wall flowers a rush they won’t 
soon forget. I do however, suggest an 
insulin aperitif for those guests who are 
diabetic. If you throw a bottle of gin into 
this concoction, you can be assured theyll 
drink it ‘till the cows buy homes! 

Now even your bestest friends can 
work your nerves like the morning 
crossword puzzle, so it’s important to know 
that when your stomach hurts and you’ve 
had enough, there is a sure-fire way to get 
rid of them without too much offense. 
When I do my shopping for a big weekend, 
I always pick up a box of really cheap 
cigars and an old Moody Blues album with 
lots of scratches. When the miserable 
moment arrives, when I’ve drunk to 
everyone’s health and ruined my own, I 
simply throw the record on and ignite a 
few of those smelly cigars, puffing 
profusely in their faces. I'll tell you, they 
light out like the cops had arrived. (Which 
sometimes happens). Trust me! I’ve never 
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seen it fail. Once they’re gone, I go over to 
the brandy cabinet and pour myself a tall 
peach schnapps. I figure, “Hey, I deserve 
it 

Meanwhile, back at the Kamikaze 
Kitchen, (I call it that because one bite and 
you hit the deck!) I am preparing one of 
my lo-cal dishes and asking myself, 
“Why?” “Why is it that the first syllable in 
the word diet is die? And why don’t they 
make lo-cal hair tonic for those fat heads 
that we all know?” 

Let’s face it folks, when you're at the 
lake, you’re on vacation. You shouldn’t 
have to worry about calories and losing 
weight. I think we look better with a little 
meat on us. And we all know that no one 
wants a bone but a dog! 

As this chapter is supposed to be 
about cuisine and such, | would be remiss 
not to include my favorite diet plan. After 
all, I am trying to get back to my original 
weight, (seven pounds, three ounces). So 
here goes: 


Breakfast: 1/2 grapefruit, 1 slice 
whole wheat toast, dry, 8 ounces skim 
milk, black coffee or tea. 

Lunch: 4 ounces skinless, lean, 
broiled chicken breast, | cup of steamed 
spinach, 1 cup of herbal tea, 1 Oreo 
cookie, eaten middle first. 

Dinner: 2 loaves garlic toast with 
cheese, 1 large Hawaiian Pizza, 2 six- 
packs of beer, 3 Mars Bars 

Fireside Snack: An entire Sara Lee 
Cheesecake eaten right from the freezer. 


Several rules must be followed when 
attempting this diet plan. They are as 
follows: 

(1) If you eat something and no one 
sees you, it has no calories; 

(2) If you drink diet pop with dessert, 
the calories in the dessert are cancelled out 
by the diet pop; 

(3) Cookie pieces have no calories, as 
the process of breaking causes the calories 
to leak out; 

(4) If you fatten up your guests, you 
look thinner; 

(5) Foods that are the same color, have 
the same number of calories. For example: 
spinach equal pistachio ice cream, 
mushrooms equal white chocolate. 

(Note: Chocolate brown is a universal 
color and may be substituted for any other 
food color.) 

If all this isn’t to your liking, then I 
suggest you try the “Drinking Man’s Diet”. 
It doesn’t do a thing for your body, but it 
sure makes your head lighter. When all is 
said and done, I still say the best way to 
lose weight is to keep your mouth and the 
refrigerator shut! 

Then there are my infamous dinner 
parties, each one a bigger disaster than the 
previous attempt. Once I tried to cook a 
very large prime-rib roast. But unfortu- 
nately, metric got the best of me. I know 
that thirty minutes per pound makes a 


beautiful, medium-rare piece of meat, but I 
wasn’t secure on the conversion of pounds 
to kilos. Well, the hungry guests were 
seated at the table toasting red wine and 
munching their salads in anticipation of 
the main course. With exaggerated 
grandeur I whisked to the stove to retrieve 
the long-awaited treasure, ooohs and aaahs 
escaping from the throats of all in 
attendance. (Not from excitement, but 
because they just got a good look at what 
was supposed to be the entree.) Let’s just 
say that with a little first aid you could 
have put that meat back on the prairie to 
graze. Even after the oven was set on 
“murder” it was midnight before it was 
even close to edible. Needless to say, the 
guests were all drunk so we had dessert 
and went to bed. (Me in tears!) 

My next attempt at a cottage dinner 
party was the rack of lamb. The first thing 
you need to cook a rack of lamb is a co- 
signer as the price is practically prohib- 
itive. But I was determined to go all out 
this time. Nothing was too good for my 
guests and the lavish party I was about to 
host. In preparation, I had purchased a 
metric conversion chart and phoned my 
accountant and my old math teacher, just 
to ensure that the previous fiasco was not 
repeated. The entire day was spent in 
preparation for the exciting bill-o-fare and 
by late afternoon the kitchen looked like 
an explosion in the housewares department 
at Sears. My beautiful rack of lamb could 
easily have been placed on the head of any 
king in Europe. 

But alas, this day the oven was to be 
my assassin! In my haste and exuberance, 
I mistakenly turned the oven to self-clean 
instead of bake. I’m sure you can guess 
what happened next. The oven heated up 
to twelve thousand degrees centigrade, the 
oven door locked automatically trapping 


my major investment on the inside. Before 


I realized what I had done, I of course had 
my well deserved fifth of brandy and went 
for a stagger in the woods to soothe my 
frazzled nerves. When I returned it was all 
over but the screaming and hollering. (Of 
which there was lots!) 

Eventually the oven cooled enough to 
attempt a rescue from the jaws of hell, as it 
were. As anticipated, its little crown was 


burned clean off and the meat was four 
I tried & 


shades darker than Diana Ross. 
desperately to block the whole incident 
from my memory, but I can still see us 
sitting there eating pancakes by candle- 
light, the tears streaming down my face. 

I suppose that if I had to sum up 
cottage cuisine, my experiences - and my 
cooking, I would simply say, “Where 
there’s smoke - there’s dinner!” 

Note: Cottage life is not what it’s 
cracked up to be and neither is cracking 
up! 

Stay tuned for the next installment 
from this epic, entitled Me And The 
Bear! Talk about having someone for 
dinner! 
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Dear Freddy. 


Dear Freddy, 

I’ve just met this really fantastic guy. 
He is smart, funny, attractive and I think I 
am falling for him. We haven’t slept 
together yet and I am a bit worried because 
all he talks about is size. Length this, 
circumference that- it’s all he seems to think 
about. I’m of average size but certainly no 
Cockzilla in the lap department. Should I 

just give up and move on? 
6 1/2 Inches of Misery, 
Sherwood Park, Alberta. 


Dear Mis, 

Darling! You’ve got big (or should I say 
small) problems. Think of it this way. 
Would you rather pick your nose with a 
finger or a tooth-pick? If all your future ex 
talks about is size, I would think it is a safe 
assumption that bigger is better for this guy. 
And since you are obviously lacking in that 
department, I suggest you should just give 
up and find someone who doesn’t care 
about size. In other words dear, get used to 
being single for the rest of your 
life! onan ° 


Dear Freddy, 

I have a tremendously cute roommate 
who unfortunately walks both sides of the 
street. Is it worth the effort to cultivate a 
relationship with a bi guy or am I heading 
towards another spoiled egg? 

O.E, Calgary 


Dear Over Easy, 

Call me stupid, but I think you are 
heading for sulfur city. I’m sure I will be 
deluged with letters from bi-guys insisting 
that they are capable of loving and 
committed relationships. I’ve never seen 


one. 
of% 
Dear Freddy, & 


I have a problem. I have been married 
for three years. Tony and I are very much 
in love but how do I get him to stay home 
more often? I don’t think he’s cheating on 
me and I am a very good cook and house 
maker, but it seems we don’t get to spend 
quality time together. What do I do? 

Home and Horny 
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Dear Horny, 

Two things. First of all, hire a private 
dick (detective, dear) to follow him and 
make sure that he’s not cheating. Second, 
why not try a Chatelaine makeover? Maybe 
your guy wants some spice in the 


ba) 
relationship. If neither of these ry 


suggestions help DUMP HIM!!!! 


Dear Freddy, 

First confession: I’m a straight guy. 
That’s not the problem, though (well, apart 
from the lack of style that comes along with 
being hetero). The problem is a gay friend 
of mine. No matter how often my girlfriend 
and I try to set him up with a date, he 
hides—and then harasses any straight guys 
that might be within reach. What can we 
do? 

Matchmaker 


Dear Match (or should I say Midge?), 


Your friend obviously suffers from a 
common gay disorder known as “I only like 
‘em if they’re straight syndrome.” Yours 
truly has the guaranteed cure. Get a group 
of your straight friends together and take 
your gay friend with you to Dusty’s Bar. 
Turn him loose amongst the tight-jeaned 
cowboy set and voila! He’ll get the shit 
kicked out of him which will result in a 
dramatic change in his behavior. 

If all else fails, you can always Qe 


beat him up yourself. 


Dear Freddy, 

My husband of eight years got his 
nipples pierced before Christmas and he 
still won’t let me touch them. How long 
should I wait before I dump him? 


Needing Nipples @@ 
r) & 


Dear Nip, 
Time’s up! 
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Gay kids just might have 
a fighting chance 


by Camie Leard 

Kindergarten children scuffle into their 
classroom in a flurry of toques and mittens, 
strung-together sleeves of poofy winter coats, 
and sweaters that grandma knit last 
Christmas. The girls chatter about Sailor 
Moon and the boys about the Power Rangers. 

There are gay children among them. 

They are still too young to understand 
why they feel different, but they are different 
nonetheless. For these children, clean slates 
upon which many things will be written, their 
education will be much different than ours 
was. They have an institution on their side 
now. 

On Thursday, February 26th, the Calgary 
Board Of Education approved a program to 
ensure the physical and emotional safety of 
homosexual students. 

Unsurprisingly, the program immedi- 
ately ignited a flare of debate. Pat Boyle, the 
hetero-hero of the gay community, advocated 
the safety of all children. However, Tom 
Crites stood up against the program, fearing 
it would “advocate” homosexuality, 
convincing straight children to ‘become’ gay. 

“Recovered” homosexuals spoke against 
the program, and rumors are circulating that 
people lied about their qualifications in order 
to speak at the infamous public meeting. 

It was a circus, with the real issue lost in 
the brouhaha--the children. Not the children 
who attended the meeting, or even the 
children who are out and suffer the 
consequences every day. It’s the children 
who quietly suffer in silence, the ones who 
couldn’t come out because of the fear. Fear 
of rejection, fear of physical abuse, fear of 
isolation--fear of themselves. 

A study conducted by Dr. Ian Kroll, a 
senior resident at the University of Calgary’s 
department of psychiatry, reports that gay 
adolescents who are aware of their same-sex 
attraction but who have not “come out of the 
closet” are at particular risk for depression, 
alcohol and drug abuse, homophobic 
activities like gay bashing, teen pregnancy 
and suicide. 

Kroll’s study, entitled “The Dynamics of 
Sexual Orientation and Adolescent Suicide,” 
explains the process of growing up gay, and 
advocates of the school board’s decision have 
cited it to help show that the protection of 
homosexual students is the first step toward a 
healthier, happier gay community. 

Numerous studies have suggested that a 
homosexual orientation develops before 
birth, but children become aware that they are 
‘different? around the age of their first 
memories, at approximately three to four 
years old. At an age when the world is a wide 
and wonderful place to be explored, hetero- 
sexual children’s curiosity is encouraged and 


deemed healthy and normal. However, for a 
homosexual child this is rarely the case. At 
this age a child’s sense of good and bad is 
based on what is punished and what isn’t. So, 
if a gay child behaves in a stereotypically 
homosexual manner, they are usually 
punished. 

“This causes only further internalization 
of a negative self-view instead of allowing 
the child to feel accepted, loved and good 
about the things he/she is and does,” says Dr. 
Kroll in his study. 

When a child starts school, his homosex- 


‘uality is further ostracized. If the family is 


unaccepting of the child, he is literally alone 
in a heterosexual world and develops an alter- 
ego that allows him to function in everyday 
life. Sometimes the child will excel at 
academics or sports or art, to keep any 
attention away from what they are hiding. Or, 
because his sexuality is constantly reinforced 
as being wrong, the child may project the 
negativity on to other aspects of his life, 
hence depression. 

With the program instituted by the Board 
Of Education, teachers and counselors will 
be taught to recognize these signs and help 
the child through this difficult time, 
hopefully before permanent damage is done 
to the child during adolescence. If the child 
accepts his orientation, with the help of the 
protection of teachers and counselors, these 
kids have a chance at a positive school--and 
life--experience. 

If not, there is a tough road ahead, 
according to Kroll. When puberty hits and 
the libido is at its peak, a homosexual 
orientation in a homophobic environment can 
be devastating. Kroll suggests in his study 
that teens in this dilemma react in drastic 
ways from gay-bashing to heterosexual 
promiscuity to avoid their true feelings. 

“If there is acceptance of the 
homosexual orientation then consolidation of 
identity, personal growth, intimacy, genera- 
tivity and integrity may follow. Ifthe conflict 
is severe, however, with no perceived 
possibility of acceptance, and hence no 
resolution, the homosexuality may become 
buried deeper and the disparity between the 
internal True Self and the external False Self 
grows,” writes Kroll. 

This disparity, or conflict, inhibits the 
normal development enjoyed by heterosexual 
youth. While straight kids have no difficulty 
accepting their sexuality in a straight world 
and thus have moved on to making decisions 
about their future, gay kids are obsessed with 
hiding or denying their sexuality. 

If gay children are made to feel more 
comfortable with their sexuality, more gay 
children will make themselves known than 
they currently do. This seems obvious, but 


unfortunately, those opposed to the program 
will see the phenomenon as proof of their 
theory that the program will “turn kids gay”. 
However, increased tolerance among their 
peers will hopefully allow gay teens to get on 
with other aspects of their lives and to 
develop a positive self identity, which will 
include their homosexuality but not be 
defined by it. 

At this point, the future seems brighter. 
The problems the gay community is currently 
plagued with, including drug and alcohol 
abuse, promiscuity, and risk-taking, may be 
alleviated in the next generation of psycho- 
logically healthy, well-adjusted gay youth. 

Is Tom Crites and the straight world 
ready for this? It remains to be seen. Pat 
Boyle says the program is not up for negoti- 
ation. Further, if a teacher, counselor, or 
administrator knowingly allows homophobic 
behavior in their schools, they are susceptible 
to disciplinary action. 


If there is a commitment on the part of 


educators, gay kids just might have a fighting 
chance. 
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Hair Care Centre 


WESTWAYS GUEST HOUSE | 
| ; Hot tub and 
secluded deck} 


Three Bedrooms,} 
all with private} 
bathrooms 


Central city 


216 - 25th Avenue S.W. Calgary, Alberta T2S OL1 | 


Phone: (403)229-1758 
Fax: (403)228-6265 


Web-Page: www.westways.ab.ca 
e-mail: westways @ @ telusplanet. net 


MOUNT ROYAL 


2 
e 
Hussein Of 
R.M.T. 
“TI have the hands that 
every body kneads” 


Certified in Massage, 
Reflexology, Chronic 
Sciatica, Whiplash & Sports 
Massage. 
Insurance Claims Welcome. 

1614 10 St. S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta 

T2R 1G1 

PH: (403) 606-1384 


| was scared to try Klein’s but even 
more terrifying was listening to the 
family jokes about my severely 

, thinning hair. | really wanted fuller, 
thicker hair again. After successful 
use of Klein’s products, | can’t 
believe | worried about my hair loss 
without doing a thing about it. 
Klein’s made it so easy. 

| finally feel happy. 


Kleingrow program is the most 
promising drug free solution of 
*, — eliminating hair loss problems 
\. to achieve fuller, thicker hair. 
Take control of your hair loss... 


\ Call today for an appoint- 
ment or confidential 

y conversation with 
7 a consultant. 


233-2962 


406, 1040 7th Ave. S.W. 
Hours: 

Tues. - Fri. 12-6 
Saturday 10 - 2 
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Index... 


100 - Employment 
office 
domestic 
trades 
work wanted 


200 - Real Estate 
homes and condos 
for sale 
homes, apartments, and 
condos for rent 
shared accommodations 


300 - For Sale 
automobiles 
home furnishings 
antiques and artworks 
computers 
general and miscellaneous 


400 - Personals 
massage 
friends 
models & escorts 


100 _ = office 


Display advertising sales person needed for 
Outlooks. Experience preferred. Call 
Doug at 228-1157. References Necessary. 


100 domestic 


When you need a cleaning man, Dan’s your 
man! Residential cleaning. Weekly/Bi- 
Weekly/1 Time Visit. Honest, dependable. 
When only the best will do. Call 284- 
3904 


103 trades 


A full service advertising and marketing 
communications agency with over sixteen 
years experience in Alberta. Phone 209- 
1166 or fax 209-1330. 


Marketing, public relations and special 
event experts. Over 25 years marketing 


dating services 
announcements 
phone lines 
general 


500 - Announcements 
birthdays 
anniversary 
obituary 
in memoriam 
notices 
general 
lost & found 


600 - Travel 
accommodations 
travel Alberta 
travel BC 
camping 
travel international 
general 


700- Business 
services 


experience. Call SuperMarketing at 228- 
5517. 


Freelance photographer experienced in 
corporate and personal photo shoots. Call 
Graham at 245-4739 


104 work wanted 


Photo stylist, available for work on daily 
and hourly basis. Food, fashion, props - all 
inquiries welcome. Phone David 541- 
8139. 


301 


1987 190E Mercedes Benz, Bison Brown. 
One previous owner. Like new.. A.C., 
P.W., Cruise Control. Summer and winter 
tires. $12,000.00 - Must Sell. Call 240- 
5786 (days) or 225-0682 (nights) 


automobiles 


Dream Machine. 95 Trans Am, loaded, 10 
cd pack, all power, T-roof, mags - 5.71, 


leather. Call 934-3368 


1990 Mazda M.P.V. Van. One old lady 
owner - in good or great condition! 14m. 
oil change every 3m miles. Call 234-7400 
or 230-9391 


202 


apartments 


Suite for rent. (Basement) one bedroom, 
bath, living/dining combined. Utilities 
included, private entrance. Black Orchid 
Manor, 1401 2nd St. NW., 403-276-2471. 
No pets, non smoker, references please. 


203 shared accom. 


N/S, responsible roommate for newer 
home in Mayland Heights. Share with 1 
male. Central. Near Devry. 3 bath. All 
appliances. Cleaning service. $350. 
inclusive. 230-3677. 


Looking for responsible roommate for new 
two storey townhome in Beltline. Share 
with one male. Cleaning service. $350.00 
inclusive. Own bedroom & bathroom. 
244-1904 eve. 


Downtown bedroom available. Must like 
pets and smokers. $250.00/month plus 
shared cleaning service. Call 245-6374 & 
leave message. Must be human and 
employed. 

SUMMER COTTAGE 


Share cosy A-Frame cottage for summer, 


li4 hr drive from city, 2 golf club 
memberships, lake, secluded & private, 
228-5517 days. 


Resp. mature male seeking same to share 3 
bdrm duplex in N/E. w/d, d/w, f/p, garage. 
$400.00 ine. util. Phone 230-0419. 


303 antiques & art 


Betty’s | Upholstery & Furniture 
Refinishing.. Specializing in antique and 
second hand. Some for sale. 262-4800 
VERY RARE vintage animation art 
original production cell. 1956 original cell 
by Chuck Jones. Professionally framed 


with color background. $5,000.00 obo. 
Call Allan 226-3856 after Spm. 


05 general sales 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 gay male movies to buy or 
rent! Hot new releases: hard to find 
classics; mail order too! Visit or write to: 
Express Video, #202, 11745 Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton, Alta. TSKONS. Ph:403-482- 
7480. 


402 friends 


HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 
Send your letter to: 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. 


Calgary, Alberta T2T 0B2 


Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope 
the number you wish to reply to. 
Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. 


Romantic, fun loving, single male, 25, 
likes music and sports, seeking friends 
with sense of humor, 25 - 35. Reply to 
#1000 


Independent, successful, straight acting, 
seeking same under 40. Reply to #1001 


Professional gay male, seeking sincere 
open minded person with a humourous 
side, enjoys movies and quality time Reply 
to #1002 


Bisexual, 40’s, dark hair, dark eyes, 170 
Ibs, looking for straight acting male 25 - 35 
for friendship and fun Reply #1003 


Gay male, 25, 6’ 175 Ibs., tall with dark 
black hair, playful, affectionate. Seeking 
honest, genuine friend who likes to have 
fun Reply to #1004 


Top looking for submissive bottom that is 
willing to serve. Day time only with 
another male. Reply to #1024 


Body builder, 28, looking for workout 


buddy and maybe more. You're under 30 
and in good shape and healthy. Reply 
#1005 


19 year old, gay male, likes quiet evenings 
at home, movies and hiking. Looking for 
older man under 40. Social drinker, 
smoker Reply #1006 


31 year old bisexual male looking for fun 
and possible relationship. Race 
unimportant but must be open minder 
Reply #1007 


Gay Male, 40’s looking for young 
companions 18 - 30 for fun and friendship. 
Outdoors type. Please send photo. Reply 
#1009 


Professional gay male in mid 30’s seeks 
same for friendship and fun. 5°10”, 155 
Ibs., brown hair, blue eyes into exercise and 
fun in the sun. Reply #1010 


Single gay male, 23 with dark hair and 
green eyes, 150 lbs., 5°11”, seeking 
straight acting male 18 - 24. I like 
swimming, hiking, racquet ball. Reply 
#1011 


Single male in my 40’s, tall with medium 
build, handsome, seeking younger guy for 
long term relationship. Must enjoy the 
quiet times and romance Reply #1012 


Early 30’s, 5°11”, 165 Ibs, blond with blue 
eyes, intelligent and funny. Enjoy movies, 
sports and music. Looking for similar who 
loves life. Reply #1013 


Gay male, light brown hair, 23 years old, 
5’6”, green eyes and very athletic. 
Seeking guy under 30, must enjoy sports, 
for friendship and more Reply #1014 


Sincere professional male, 37, seeks 
someone to share good times with. Into 
sports, music, movies and travel. Seeking 
friendship and good times. Reply #1015 
Wanted, body builder type male, 25 - 40 for 
emotional and sexual stimulation. Reply 
#1018 

S/W/G/M looking for healthy submissive 
pet for lengthy games with possible 
permanent bonds. Reply #1020 


Gay male, professional, tired of bar scene 
and all the animals in between. If you 


Classified Order Form 


ALL CLASSIFIEDS PLACED ON OUR WEBSITE FREE OF CHARGE 


DEADLINE: 04/21/97 


Your Headline 
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First Form 


print your ad clearly in the spaces provided, one 


word per space. 


- Additional Form 


Category& Number: 


Name: 


City 
Day Phone: 


[Se a Expiry Date 
me Ie 
SSS eee 


SE 


26 April‘97 QUuTth' 


Province: 


Postal Code 


Home Phone 


All phone numbers appearing in ads need to be verified 


[ow loanestey ar 5] aT Se] Method of Payment 
Tesh cheque Money Order 


[_] Visa 


Card Number 


[_]Mastercard 


Required for credit card purchase 


R ATE se 


First 25 Words: 


Additional 25 words or less: $10.00 


Entire ad in Bold: 
Headline: 


Photograph (1 “x]” B&W): 


Border Around Ad: 


Reply Number Forwarding: 


SUBTOTAL per month: 


FREQUENCY: 

3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 
6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 


ADD 7% GST: 
GRAND TOTAL: 


$20.00 


$10.00 
$10.00 
$15.00 
$15.00 

$5.00 
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WOLF BOY 

From Video 10 

Featuring Tony Davis, Tim Lowe, Frank 
Strong, Mathew Windsor, Grant King, 
Alan Lambert 

Running Time: 65 minutes (should have 
been longer) 

Reviewed by Outlooks staff 


A group trek on a survival course in 
the Australian outback turns into a quest 
for the mythical Wolf Boy. If you’re an 
outdoors person this video’s for you. 
Except for a couple of bunkhouse scenes 
and a surprise bathroom private moment 
that is unveiled, most of the action takes 
place in the wilderness. Unknown to the 
performers, the Wolf Boy watches from a 
distance--like many a voyeur--trying to 
find the courage for a real close-up 
encounter. 

Led by a Schwartzenegger-type 
character (complete with the accent), four 
friends are about to enjoy the wilds of 
nature. Striking Australian bodies of 
legendary proportions combine together in 
five vignettes stretching the possible 
combinations and couplings to the limit. 

Scenes by streams, amongst the trees 
and in a hillside glen abound (if you can 
take your eyes away from the hot action!) 
and Aussie dialogue like “mate”, “big 
knob”, “g‘day”, and “yeaah” make this 
movie distinctly “down under”. If you’ve 
never been there, but always wanted to go, 
this movie will motivate you for sure! 

Our regular Calgary video review is 
sponsored by TADS at 1217A 9th Avenue 
SE and 1506 14th Street SW; as well as 
by the Erogenous Zone at 3812 Macleod 
Trail S. 


RATING: 
OUT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: * * * 
BODIES: * * kK *& * 
SET: KKK * 
STORY: * 


A WORLD OF MEN 

From Savara Productions 

Featuring Mark Anthony, Akos Matyas, 
Carlos Morales, Adriano Marques, Tony 
Tarengo, Jose Gonzalez and friends 
Running Time: 100 minutes (in every 
time zone) 

Reviewed by Outlooks staff 


If you’ve dreamed of taking a trip 
around the world to experience the local 
culture then this movie is for you. Miami, 
Brazil, Hungary, Puerto Rico and Russia-- 
five countries and fifteen of the world’s 
hottest men. From Florida beach games to 
Internet fantasies and a Russian pool hall, 
there’s a scene from everyone’s dreams. 
Subtitles explain where no explanation is 
necessary; the action is universal. 

In Brazil an Internet search becomes 
larger than life (a size queen’s dream!) as 
the picture on the screen magically 
becomes reality. Dreams of a carnival in 
Rio are positively moist! A Puerto Rican 
threesome is overseen by the leading man’s 
girlfriend and the island magic is definitely 
from a hot climate. And if you think 
there’s anyone left behind the Iron Curtain, 
this movie will prove that they’re definitely 
out! 

Pick your country and call your travel 
agent--or rent the movie and enjoy this 
wild sex journey across the planet in the 
comfort of your own home. 

This Edmonton video review is 
sponsored by: 

Express Video 

#202, 11745 Jasper Avenue 
(403) 283-7480 


RATING: 
OUT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


LA MUSIQUE: * * *« * 
BODIES: & ¥& He & He 
SIENNA: & & & 
HISTORIA: *& ¥&« 


know what you want and aren’t 
afraid to make it happen and just 
want to share the excitement, you 
may be the one for me. Reply 
#1021 


Single gay male, 35, handsome, 
healthy with passion for natives. To 
busy to go looking for you. Reply 
soon. Reply #1022 


Gay male, 25 years old, 5’6”, light 
brown hair, blue eyes, gymnast 
build, down to earth, fun, honest, 
seeking boy next door, 20 - 30 for 
relationship. Reply #1023 


Wanted! 18 - 30 yr. old top man, 
open minded and willing to try 
anything twice. 12” preferred but 
willing to negotiate. Your pleasure 
is my pleasure. Call Mark at 229- 
1148 


Me Tarzan, you Nancy boy Jane, 
Me versatile, you play well with 
others, Me fancy tree house, big 
rope. Reply #1030 


Looking for a man who is honest 
and emotionally stable. Mature 
attitude, not age, are important. 
Interested 
caring and sharing? Then write to 
this tall 63 190Ib. blue eyed man in 
his 40’s who wants to get the most 
LIFE has to offer. Reply #1032 


Energetic, professional, sociologi- 
cally straight, psychologically gay, 
54 year old looking for 
nonsmoking male partner in hiking, 
driving, riding, playing bridge, 
going out, etc. Reply#1033 


male 


Submissive and easy to train SWM, 
Se aes looking, 
shaped, wants to be trained to be 
obedient and compliant for one 
strict bossy man for long term 
relationship believes in 
corporal punishment. Set bed 
times, curfews and keeping his boy 
humble and well behaved. Calgary 
and area. Reply # 1034 


nice nicely 


who 


Moneca Trembllay, 


Psychic Consultant. 


25 years experience, tarot cards, 
aura, reiki healing and much 
more. For taped session please 
call 259-2144. 


407 general 


Calgary Mens Choir is looking for 
singers, all levels of experience. 
Rehearsals at the Old Y 
Community Centre, 223 12th Ave. 
SW. Every Sunday at 7pm. Call 
244-9226 for more info. 


The Foxwood Bed & Breakfast. 
1725 12th St. SW, Calgary, 
Alberta, 244-6693. Gay owned and 
operated. 


in a relationship of 


Centre Town Guest House in 
Halifax. 1920’s style bungalow 
with front veranda, located in heart 
of the city with rates from $40 - $50 
plus tax. Call (902) 422-2380 


The Albion Guest House, 
Vancouver. Fireplace, fabulous 
beds, romantic hot tubs, bikes for 
loan. Call (604) 873-2287. 


Westways Guest House, located at 
216 - 2Sth Ave. SW, call 229-1758. 
Three bedrooms available with 
private baths. www.westways.ab.ca 


Rideau View Inn, Ottawa. 1907 
home located in centre of Ottawa, 
within walking distance of 
Parliament Hill, fine dining and 
shopping. $65-$85, year round. 
Phone 1-800-658-3564. 


Catnaps in Toronto. A Bed & 
Breakfast located in the heart of 
downtown Toronto. Steps from the 
nightlife, tourist attractions and 
theatres. Continental breakfast 
included. Rates $45 - $65. Call 1- 
800-205-3694. 


Aux Berges in Montreal. All male 
hotel with fifty rooms. Downtown 
Montreal, sauna, sundeck, bar 
terrace. Phone (514) 938-9393. 
Bed & Breakfast De Village in 
Montreal Two beautiful older 


houses located in the centre of th 


gay village in Montreal. With 14 
rooms and a_ bachelor pad 
Reservations required and free 


parking available. Call (514) 522- 


4771 


Mikes On Mutual 
the heart of Toronto’s gay village 
[wo rooms share a bath, non- 
smoking, breakfast included. Visa 
accepted. $55 single $65 double. 
Call (416) 944-2611. 


Older home in 


Stay at the Burnside Guest House 
in Stratford Ontario. Ancestral turn 
of the century home situated on the 
north shore of Lake Victoria. Full 
home cooked breakfast included. 
Rates from $50 single, $70 double 
and $25 for students. Room with a 
view of the lake. Call (519) 271- 
7076. 


Victorian style hotel, HOTEL 
SELBY, with 67 rooms. Toronto’s 
largest gay complex on premises. 
Three bars, disco, courtyard. Call 
(416) 921-3142. 


Lovett Lodge in Bear River Nova 
Scotia. 4 guest rooms from single 
$37 - double $45. On a tidal river, 
Victoria doctors residence 1892, 
antiques and Canadian art, piano, 
full breakfast. Call (902) 467- 
3917. 


Brook House in Lunenberg Nova 
Scotia, 2 rooms with private bath, 
substantial continental breakfast 
included. Minutes to centre town, 
harbor view, several gardens, rom 
$45, June - September. E-Mail to 
awilneft@atcon.com or phone 
(902) 634-3826. 


Situated on Orwell Bay, PEI, the 
Blair Hall is 15 minutes from 
Charlottetown. 
furnished with antiques. 
800-268-7005 


Three story home 
Call 1- 


Your hosts Robert Grandfield and 
Robert Woods would like you to 
visit and stay at Bob’s Guest House 
in Halifax. Charming older house 
features outdoor hot tub patios, 
extensive gardens, grand piano and 


OUTLEQKS 


original N.S. art throughout, not 
suitable for children or pets. May - 
October, full breakfast, Smoke 
Free, rates from $60 - $85 tax 
included. Phone (902) 454-4374 


Georgian House in Aulac New 
Brunswick. 2 rooms on Highway 
between N.S. and N.B. For more 
info write to R.R. #3, Sackville, 
N.B., E0A3CO or phone (506) 536- 
1481. 


Colibri Bed & Breakfast in 
Vancouver. Steps from downtown 
action. Extraordinary hospitality 
and atmosphere. From $55/single 
& 85/double. Operated by former 
Albertan. Phone (604) 689-5100. 


Nelson House Bed & Breakfast in 
Vancouver. Great downtown 
location, fireplaces, decks in 
renovated Edwardian House 
Phone (604) 684-4141. 


event listings 


CALGARY 


GLSCA is_ inviting ALL art 
enthusiasts to the 3rd annual gala 
art show to raise funds for GLSCA 
Held on April 12th at the 
Metropolitan Centre, 8pm-lam 
For ticket info call Kensington CD, 
Folks Like Us Bistro or A Women’s 
Place Bistro 

Calgary Zoo 
Beauty Art Classes - 
Clay. May8,15,22 


for more info 


holding Nature's 
Sketching In 
Call232-9300 


Calgary Zoo, holding Alpine Plant 
Workshop April 25-27 at Karsten 
Discovery Centre 


The Pumphouse Theatres celebrate 
their 25th anniversary June 18 to 
21st. Call 263-0079 for tickets, or 
watch this space for updates. 


EDMONTON 


CIRCLE OF FIRE: A song and 
dance celebration for women at the 
U.of A. Singing, drumming and 
dancing together in circles. Bring 
drum, rattles, pillow, comfortable 
clothes and a bag lunch. Call 432- 
7633 for more info. 


JENNIFER BEREZAN: 8:00pm at 
the City Media Club on April 4, 
tickets available at Orlando Books 
for $11.00 


MEN MEETING MEN IN THE 
90°S. “Sex, dating & intimacy” A 
workshop presented by the Gay 
Men’s Outreach Crew (GMOC). 
Call Kirk at 488-5742 or the 
GMOC Hotline 988-3671 


BOOK READING AT ORLANDO 
BOOKS, by BC Poet Sylvia Legris. 
May 2nd, 7:30pm. Phone 432-7633 
for more info. 


EDMONTON VOCAL 
MINORITY WITH THE ALTA 
BALLET AND THE EDMONTON 
SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA: 
Presenting Mozart’s Requiem at 
8:00pm. April 11th & 12th. Tickets 
available through EVM members 
or Alta Ballet or Ticketmaster. 
More info call 988-4620. 
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RESOURCE 


LIST 


INGS 


if y us would like your group or organisation to be included in our Resource Listings, please submit your 
information by fax: (403) 228-7735 prior ' to April 15, 1997. Space is subject to availability. 


CALGARY 


AIDS CALGARY 

Education and resource centre. Located at 
#300, 1021 10th Ave. SW. Call 228-0155. 

AFTER DARK 

Video rentals, magazine and video sales, 
adult toys. Located at 1314 Ist St SW. Phone 
264-7399. 

ALBERTA ROCKIES GAY RODEO 

ASSOCIATION 

Call 541-8140 for more info. Next dance is 
May 31st, Victoria Park Community Centre, 1302 
6th St. SE, doors open at 8:00pm. Don’t forget 
the Canadian Rockies International Rodeo, June 
27 - 29 1997. 

ALPINE FRONT RUNNERS 

Gay running group. Phone Gene for more 
information at 244-4644. 

APOLLO 

Umbrella organization for a series of sport 
clubs. Call Steve Eastes at 270-0742 for more 
info or e-mail to apollo@igbo.org. Western Cup - 
March 27th - 30th, 3 events in one weekend. 
Need for info call Gary at 276-7604. BOWLING 
CLUB, Meet Wednesday’s and Sundays. Call 
Irish 293-7708 or Pat 229-0600. CURLING 
CLUB call Rob at 686-3272. Volleyball Club call 
Pat at 281-3275. 

ARENA COFFEE BAR 

Fairly new coffee bar at 310 17th Ave. SW, 
great place to unwind after a night of clubing. 

BACKLOT 

Calgary’s latest gay bar located at 209 10th 
Avenue S.W. Open 7 days a week with a special 
promotion each Friday, Spm - 9pm: .40c from 
each drink sold donated to GLCSA. Call 265- 
SAE 

BEARBACK CALGARY 

A special club for Bears, their cubs and 
admirers. Call Terry or Mark at 273-1765 

BOLLUM’S BOOKS 

Great gay & lesbian section. Also, huge 
warehouse size bookstore. Located at 411 8th 
Avenue SW 

BOYS TOWN & REK ROOM 

Large multilevel night club, members only. 
Located at 213 10th Avenue S.W., phone 265- 
2028. 

BUCK NAKED BOYS CLUB OF 
CALGARY 

Contact Mike at 291-5235 for more info. 

CALGARY MEN’S CHORUS 

Meet at the Old Y Community Centre every 
Sunday, 7pm. Rehearsals, new members always 
welcome. Call 244-9226. 

CALGARY NETWORKING CLUB 

A Gay and Lesbian business and social 
networking club that meets at Money Pennies 
Eatery & Bar the first Tuesday of every month, 
Spm - 7:30pm. Call 541-0459. 

DETOUR 

Large multilevel nightclub with dance floor, 
stage, pool tables, private nooks. Located at 318 
17th Avenue SW. Thursdays are men’s night. 

DIFFERENT STROKES CALGARY 
SWIM CLUB 

Meet weekly. Call Jim at 541-1126 or Dan 
at 252-2938. 

ENTRE NOUS 

Fabulous French Fare. Outrageous Maitre- 
d’s, Located at 2206 4th Street SW, Phone 228- 
5525 for reservations. 

FREEDOM FM RADIO 

Radio program every other Wednesday. Call 
Gene or Craig at 220-3902. 

GAY FATHERS 
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Support Group. Call 948-6601 for more 
info. 

G.L.C.S.A. “GAYLINES” 

Gay and Lesbians of colour group. Call 234- 
8973 or try their automated line at 234-9752. 

GOLIATHS AND THE TEXAS LOUNGE 

Back entrance to the steam bath, only one in 
Calgary. Texas Lounge has some of the most 
competitive drink prices around. Located at 308 
17th Ave. SW, phone 229-0911. 

GRABBAJABBA 

Located at 1610 10th St. SW, right in the 
heart of Calgary’s Gay Ghetto, great coffee and 
light meals. Lots of reading materials and 
courtesy phone for customers. 

I-DENTITY YOUTH GROUP 

An under 25 years of age youth support 
group with various activities throughout the year. 
Call Derek at 244-2857 or Karyn at 289-0186. 

IMPERIAL SOVEREIGN COURT OF 
THE CHINOOK ARCH (ISCCA) 

Call 277-4775 for an update on activities. 

INTEGRITY 

Support group for Anglican Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexuals and their friends. Call 234-8973. 

LAMBDA CAR CLUB 

Are you a car buff who happens to be gay? 
Join the 1,000 members across North America for 
shows, fun runs, swap meets etc. Call Cliff at 
245-3483. 

MIDNIGHT CAFE & BAR 

Located at 1330 8th Street SW, full service 
restaurant, bar with pool table. Great improvised 
drag and talent show each Saturday night. Other 
promotions throughout the week. Call 229-9322. 

MONEY PENNIES EATERY & BAR 

Predominantly female bar with a great 
restaurant. Located at 115 15th Ave. SW, call 
263-7411. 

MY FAVORITE ICE CREAM SHOPPE 

54 Hard, ice cream flavors and more. Great 
local ice cream shoppe. Located at 2048 42nd 
Ave. SW, 287-3838, accepts all major credit 
cards, open 7 days a week. 

P-FLAG 

Parents and Friends of Lesbians and Gays. 
Call Bill at 246-3686, Deb & Rick at 286-4094 or 
Dave & Gail at 277-5227 for more info. 

PROGRAM PRIDE 

A gay, lesbian and bisexual cable program, 
covering topics from all over Alberta. Call Linda 
at 247-4448 for more info. 

ROOKS BAR & EATERY 

Lesbian bar located at 112 16th Avenue NW, 
phone 277-1922 for more information. 

SAME SEX DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 

Call Jane Oxenbury and break the cycle. 
255-7004. 

SOUTHERN ALBERTA 
TIMERS 

A social club for gay and bisexual men aged 
40 plus and their friends. They meet every 2nd 
Sunday of each month, 1:30pm - 3:30pm. Games, 
sports, potluck suppers. Call Neil at 283-1086 or 
Al at 228-2864. 

UNITY PAGES 

Local Calgary business directory of 
gay/lesbian and gay/lesbian friendly businesses. 
Phone 261-1711. 

VICTORIA’S RESTAURANT 

Renaissance, Homo-Rococo atmosphere 
with great continental cuisine. Located at 306 
17th Avenue SW. 

’ WITH THE TIMES 

Carries more than 2000 magazines and 

newspapers, gay and lesbian titles also. Two 


PRIME 


locations, 2212 A 4th St. SW and a Kensington 
location, Call 244-8020, 


EDMONTON 


AIDS Network of Edmonton Society. 

Located at #201, 11456 Jasper Ave, Phone 
488-5742. Support services for people affected 
with HIV _ infection/AIDS, an info line, 
counselling, referrals, support groups, preventive 
education programs, a resource centre, speakers 
bureau, gay men’s outreach project, advocacy and 
public awareness campaigns. 

AUDREY’S BOOKS 

Located at 10702 Jasper Avenue. Phone 
423-3487. Full service book store with large gay 
and lesbian selection 

AXIOS 

A support group, local chapter of the 
international organization of Eastern Orthodox 
and Eastern-Rite Catholic Gay and Lesbian 
Christians. Phone 454-8449 for more 
information. 

BOOTS & SADDLES 

Large tavern with pool tables, restaurant 
service, great drink prices, great shows. Located 
at 10242 106th Street. Members only. 

BUDDY’S BAR 

Located at 10116 124th St., 
6636. 

COMMON GROUND 

Restaurant located at 10203 116th Street, 
Phone 482-3063 for information. 

EXPRESS VIDEO 

Video sales and rentals, interesting products 
and contacts. Located at #202, 11745 Jasper Ave. 
Call 482-7480. 

FREE *TO* BE VOLLEYBALL ASSOC. 

Competitive volleyball, intermediate and 
advanced levels. Each Tuesday, 7-9:30pm, 
MacEwan Centre. 428-3375. 

GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE OF EDMONTON (GLCCE) 

Located at 10612 124th Street, #103, phone 
488-3234. Open Monday - Friday 7pm - 10pm. 
Support groups, library, regular movie nights and 
discussion nights. 

GAYLINES 

A telephone mailbox service for business, 
social, travel and personal use. Phone 486-9661 
to request a mailbox or for more information. 

GREATER EDMONTON PRIDE PAGES 

Gay and Gay friendly business directory. 
Call 988-3932 for more info. 1997 edition hitting 
the streets in May. 

ILLUSIONS SOCIAL CLUB 

Meets the 2nd Thursday each month at 
GLCCE 

LYONS EMPIRE INC. 

Located at 10121 124th Street, wide 
selection of video rentals, clothing and other adult 
oriented products. Homebase for Times .10 
Newspaper. Call 488-6915. 

LUTHERANS CONCERNED 

A spiritual community which gathers 
monthly for sharing, friendship, individual 
support, and a safe space for our own spiritual 
questions. Call Tim at 482-2294 or e-mail 
LuthConc@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 

METROPOLITAN COMMUNITY 
CHURCH OF EDMONTON 

Weekly church services, non denomina- 
tional. Call 429-2321 for more info. 

NORTHERN LIGHTS 
BREAKFAST 

Quiet guest rooms in a comfortable home, 
heated pool and close to West Edmonton Mall. 


phone 488- 


BED & 


Reasonable rates. Call 483-1572 for reservations. 

PFLAG 

Promotes health and well-being through 
support, education and advocacy. Call 944-1394 

PRIME TIMERS 

Social group for gay/bisexual men over 40 
and their friends. Monthly meetings second 
Sunday of each month at 3:00pm. Call Peter at 
426-7019 for more info. 

SHAKESPEAR’S 

Located at 2nd flr, 10306 112th St, phone 
429-7234 for more info. 


THE ROOST 

A multilevel night club, open 7 days a week, 
4:00pm - 3:00am Mond-Sat, 8:00pm -3:00am 
Sunday. Disco upstairs, western downstairs. 
10345 104th Street. Call 426-3150 


GRANDE PRAIRIE 


GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY 
CENTRE 

Phone 539-3325, Thursday - Saturday 
7:30pm - 9:30pm. 

TOUCHE 

Local nightclub located at 201, 8502 112th 
Street. Thursday - Saturday 9 p.m. to 3 a.m. 538- 
9998 

SOUTH PEACE AIDS COUNCIL 

Phone 538-3388 for support or information. 


LETHBRIDGE 


LETHBRIDGE AIDS CONNECTION 

GALA/LA is an umbrella organization 
covering various support and social activities for 
the Les/Bi/Gay community of Lethbridge and 
surrounding areas Hold weekly coffee night, 
peer support line, spiritual discussions and 
monthly dances Phone 329-4666 for more info. 

MEDICINE HAT 


PRAIRIE PRIDE 
Support and social group for Medicine Hat 
district. They meet the Ist and 3rd Friday of every 
month Phone 527-9050 for more details. 
RED DEER 


THE OTHER PLACE 

Nightclub located at #4, 5579 47th Street, 
phone 342-6440. Open Tuesday - Sunday 4pm - 
3am. DJ Friday/Saturday. Call ahead for event 
information. 

RAINBOW BOOKS 

Phone 341-6616 to place special orders. 


BRITISH COLUMBIA 
KELOWNA 


OKANAGAN GAY & _ LESBIAN 
ORGANIZATION 

Open nightly from 7 - 10pm. Call (604) 
860-8555 for more information. 

BEAN SCENE 

Coffee show that holds a gay coffee night, 
each Wednesday from 7pm - 10pm. Call (250) 
763-1814 for more information. 

THE MIND GRIND, gay friendly coffee 
shop, 1576 Pandosy St., 860-5363 

VERNON 

NORTH OKANAGAN GAY ORGANI- 
SATION 

Next dance May 3rd, call 250-542-4842. 


..continued on Page 30 
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An Interview With... Dave Rutherford 


DAVE RUTHERFORD 
by Outlooks staff 

The man is hugely popular with many 
groups except gays and lesbians. Dave 
Rutherford, news director of QR77 radio 
and well-known talk show host, makes no 
apologies for his right-wing views. His 
views on gays and lesbians have sparked 
death threats, abusive letters and phone 
calls. Outlooks interviewed Rutherford at 
his QR77 radio offices. 

Outlooks: Do you define yourself as 
homophobic? 

Rutherford: That word is, I think, one 
of the ways that people try to dismiss you. 
They do it with labels. I get called 
homophobic. When we talk about 
immigration, I get “Rutherford, you are a 
racist”. When we talk about right wing 
politics they say “Rutherford, you are a 
fascist”. They somehow try to throw these 
things out there to nullify the debate. If 
they call you something, it’s over, but all it 
really does, to me, is take away the 
credibility of the person saying it. If that’s 
all you can call me, well then, we don’t have 
anything to talk about. 

So if they say, “Dave Rutherford, 
you're just homophobic”, first of all, what 
does it mean? Am I afraid of homosexual 
people? I’m not afraid of them. I’m just 
candid about my feelings so no, I am not 
homophobic. 

OL: And what are your feelings? 

Rutherford: When we talk about 
homosexuals on the program, and we do a 
lot, my concern about homosexuality is the 
agenda within the community that is on a 
legislative scale that bothers me more than 
anything. That we somehow have to 
entrench a special section in human rights 
legislation, in sentencing legislation, in the 
constitution, that has ‘homosexual’ written 


on it. To me, that gives special status to 
homosexuals. I’m against that. I’m against 
persecution of any kind on any kind of 
grounds, so why should we highlight 
homosexuality as a special category? It’s 
legislation by excluding everybody else. 
Homosexuals have this category of special 
rights over here, and everybody else, they 
sort of have those too, but, boy, don’t say 
anything untoward to somebody who might 
have a sexual orientation other than your 
own, because you're in deep trouble. That, 
I have an objection to. 

OL: You are obviously against things 
like affirmative action then. 

Rutherford: I am against that too 
because that does not’advocate merit. You 
are selected based on, for example, skin 
color when in fact, you are the same as 
everybody else. I can be against legislating 
homosexual rights before equality, can’t I? 
And I am. 

OL: What are your thoughts on the 
current school board decision to have 
counselling for gay students? 

Rutherford: | think it is part of that 
same philosophy that we are going to set 
aside a separate section of harassment 
legislation or harassment policy that is 
going to single out this group of people. Do 
not harass gay students. Well, O.K. Can 
you harass fat students? Can you harass 
red-headed, freckled students? I think if we 
say everybody is in fact equal, and that none 
should be harassed or discriminated against, 
that should be the end of the story. 

OL: Why do you think so many people 
in redneck Alberta get pissed off at the gay 
community? 

Rutherford: Why do I have to, 
suddenly, because you are going to be an 
activist homosexual teacher in a religious 
college, and being very boisterous in the 
community with signs and placards, why 
suddenly do I have to accept you? I don’t 
want to accept anybody who tells me “I am 
queer over here, accept me.” It’s the same 
as the groups for ethical treatment of 
animals who demonstrate by saying “don’t 
eat your friends--animals are your friends.” 
That bugs me too. That does not mean I 
reject you as an individual, but please 
forgive me if I judge you somewhat on 
those kinds of demonstrations. 

OL: What about Delwin Vriend in 
terms of the potential human rights 
legislation stating you cannot be fired for 
being gay? 

Rutherford: The opposite side of the 
coin is, if I operate a religious school, with 
pretty strict religious policies, do I then 
have to hire a homosexual teacher? Do I 
have to hire an agnostic? An atheist? I run 
a Bible school. Is it wrong to have 
biblically supportive teachers? No. 

Again, it’s that idea that I am over here 


and you have to accept me in your 
institution. He doesn’t fit there. No more 
than a cleric might fit in a school that may 
be antireligious. Those are realities so I do 
reject and resent people who want to push 
that agenda on everybody. 

OL: Do you believe homosexuality is a 
learned response or that one is born 
homosexual? 

Rutherford: I have heard both sides of 
the debate. It is difficult for me to accept 
that in fact it is a genetic condition, that it is 
not (and these terms are bad, I don’t want to 
use the terms reversible, or cured--that 
implies it is a disease) a choice. There is 
evidence out there supporting both sides. I 
have not fallen on one side or the other- 
therefore my mind is somewhat open. I do, 
however, have difficulty with a couple of 
things that are being proposed by the 
community and one of them has to do with 
sexual orientation. That can mean a lot of 
things. Define sexual orientation for me. Is 
bestiality O.K.? Is pedophilia O.K? And, 
I’m not suggesting for a moment that all 
homosexuals are pedophiles. 

My other concern is bisexuality. Is that 
genetic? Do you wake up in the morning 
compelled to have a sexual orientation that 


involves both males and females? I don’t 
buy it at all. It sounds like party time to me 
and you want me to somehow rubber-stamp 
this as O.K. I don’t. 

Outlooks: Last question. If you were 
to address a group of gays and lesbians, 
what advice would you give them in terms 
of how to get more respect within the larger 
community? 

Rutherford: I have done this. There 
was the gay and lesbian students group at 
the University of Calgary who invited all 
the media to come out to talk to them about 
covering their issues--they felt they were 
misunderstood by the media. 

One person went. Me. I was the only 
one who went. There was a room full of 
activist, young, gay people. We had a chat 
for a couple of hours and I expressed 
exactly what I have said to you. They didn’t 
accept it, but they respected the fact I came. 
We had-a decent, good open discussion. | 
went away from that feeling great. We did 
not agree. However, we had aired our 
thoughts. I listened to what they said and I 
think they respected that. I would address a 
group anywhere. Just because we have 
different views doesn’t mean we have to 
hate each other. 
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Resources continued from Page 28 
THE PRAIRIES 
WINNIPEG 

WINNIPEG GAY/LES/BI YOUTH 
GROUP 

Support & social group for those under 25. 
Meets Thurs, 7:30pm. Call Rex 244-4526 

Winnipeg Gay/Les/Bi Resource Centre 

#1, 222 Osborne St. S, phone 284-5208. 
Info and peer counselling, workshops, resource 
centre. 


BRANDON 


BRANDON AIDS SUPPORT 

For PLWAs & friends/family, education. Call 
763-4443. 

GAY & LESBIANS OF BRANDON & 
ELSEWHERE 

Phone lines Fridays7-9pm, 727-4297. Socials 
every 3rd Friday, 2nd flr Canadian Inn. 


REGINA 


Pink Triangle Community Services 
Health, education & support group, info line, 
referrals/events. 525-6046. 


GET YOUR 
WORD 


ON THE 
STREET 


ADVERTISE IN 
OUTLEQKS 


228-1157 
OUTSIDE CALGARY 
1-888-228-1157 


Consulting 
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ORDER 
OUTLpOK> Ts irts at 


Please send me 
each, plus $4.00 
I require the following size 


Account Number: 
Signature: 


FAX CREDIT CARD O 
PHONE: (403) 228-1157 OR OUTSID 


j PHONE: (403) 228-1157 OR. aaa 


re Tv) T CLOVER & CO CGA 


2002-1Avenue NW Calgary,Ab 1T2N 0B3 
Phone 270-2110 Fax 270-3235 


Financial Statements 
Trust Account “Audits” 


Bookkeeping, GST 


ANN GLOVER B.Sc., C.G.A 


SHOW YOUR PRIDE 
WEAR YOUR VERY OWN 


OUTL 
T-SHIR 


$16.99... 


$1.00 contributed to 
AIDS Calgary £& 


I have enclosed a cheque L] Please bill m VISA oO MasterCard L] 


MAIL TO: Box 439, 100, 1039 17th ee sa Cc 


SASKATOON 


Gay & Lesbian Health Services 

Health agency, education, support and 
counselling. 665-9976. 

GLUS 

Support for faculty & staff of U of S. Call 652- 
6080. 

PERCEPTIONS 

A gay publication produced eight times yearly 
for the prairies. 3rd Flr., 241 2nd Ave. S., 
Saskatoon, S7K 6K7. Phone (306) 244-1930. 
Fax (306) 665-9976, Email: 
perceptions@the.link.ca 

CAFE BROWSE 

Books, magazines, coffee, full menu/desserts, 
269B-3rd Ave S, S7K 1M3, phone 644-BOOK. 
DIVA’S 

Private members club. 110-220 3rd Ave. S., alley 
entrance, 665-0100. 

OUT OF THE CLOSET 

Fundraising venture of GLHS, T-shirts, 
magazines, cards, jewellery, gifts, GLHS. 


LUXURY 


CONDOMINIUM 


LIVING 
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THE JANUS 


1141 17TH AVE SW. 


Lofts available from 
905 to1460 sq. feet 


PRICED FROM 
$120,000 INCL. GST 


THE LUXXEN 


1720 ITH STREET S.W. 


Corporate Tax Returns 

E-FILE Personal Tax 

Tax Planning 

Estate Sp tusaeeuss Stacked luxury townhouses 
1-3 storey designs 


Rooftop decks 


PRICED FROM 
$83,000 INCL. GST 


THE SOUAGs 


1512 ITH STREET S.W. 


Stacked luxury townhouses 
2-3 storey designs 
Rooftop decks 
995 - 1460 sq. ft 


PRICED FROM 
$132,000 INCL. GST 
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cal Mike Nasser at 283-3567 bus. 590-1162 res. 
Mincom Crescent Realty 
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or Max Raimondi at 244-4889 
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Exp. Date: i 


Quality & Affordability Brought to you 
by McJane Development 


You tl wonder Camp 181 and 


how a singer could 
be this goon 
without your 


having heard of 


-BOB HARRINGTON, 


INEW YORK POST 


EDMONTON 


FRIDAY MAy 9 - 8:00 PM. 


PROVINCIAL MUSEUM 
12845 102 AVE, EDMONTON 


ie re 
AVAILABLE 439-2233 
AT: Orlando Books 
432-7633 
presented by Jazz Berry Too 
Fennit Sees 488-1553 
CALGARY 


SATURDAY MaAy 10 ¢ 8:00 PM. 


ORPHEUS THEATRE, SAIT 
1301 16 AVE N.W., CALGARY 


TICKETS Woman’s Place Bookstore 
1412 Centre Street S. 
AVAILABLE 
263-5256 
AT: 


Kensington CD 
* presented by #3, 1126 Kensington Rd. N.W. 


Camp 181 « 270-3433 
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